Rugeley Rugby Club End of Season Update 2008

This is the second of our update on one of the oldest sporting clubs in Rugeley and in the Cannock Chase area.  

60th Anniversary

Some of you may know that Rugeley Rugby Club is celebrating its 60th anniversary this year.  

We are holding a celebratory dinner at the Cedar Tree hotel on Saturday 14th June 2008.  John Bentley the ex England and British Lions player is the guest speaker and their will also be entertainment in the form of local band the Rat Pack Boys.  Tickets are available from Ian Bailey 07721449869.   Further details are available on our website www.rugeleyrugby.com.  
Our Goal

Rugeley Rugby Club has set itself the aim of being the number one sporting club in Rugeley in terms of facilities, participation and being at heart of the community. 

Junior Rugby
Rugeley’s junior section continues to flourish.  Registration of junior players is now well past the 100 mark.   An under 8s team has been added to the roster of teams in the last 3 months and has recently played its first match.

We also held a junior sports camp during the Easter holidays fore children between the ages of 7 and 15.  This was very successful with between 35-55 children attending on each day of the programme.  Plans are in place to host another camp during the school summer holidays.

The Under 17s had a very successful season winning the majority of their matches.  The Under 15s were less successful but the side began to enjoy victories towards the end of the season.  The under 12s were the most successful of the junior sides in terms of wins and are hoping to enjoy similar success next season.

The under 12s and Under 15 will be training all summer at St Augustine’s field at 6pm and 7pm respectively.  The under 8s and Under 19 Colts side train on Thursday at the same venue.   Under 8s starts at 6pm and Colts at 7pm.

Any parent who has a child who wants to play rugby of any age boy or girl should contact Sue Sargent on 07879036659 or Mario Leone on 07739564681. 

Managing Transition Junior to Senior Rugby

One of the greatest challenges facing clubs with junior sections is managing the transition from junior to senior Rugby.  Many clubs see a large fall off in participation when players reach the ages of 17 to 20.  We are developing a Transition Plan to ensure we can convert as many of our junior members into full playing senior members of the club and investigating best practice in this area.  This will include the launching of a new under 19 teams Colts Team which will play several Saturday matches a month during the 2008-2009 season.

Senior Rugby
Rugeley’s senior section capitalised on the growth in playing numbers aided by England’s success in the World Cup but also by our participation in the RFU’s Go Play Rugby Campaign which aimed to entice lapsed players back to the game http://www.goplayrugby.com.  

Unfortunately the first team narrowly missed out on promotion but plans are in place for a strong pre-season to ensure we can push strongly for promotion next year.  Our first team captain Carl Johnson was selected by Staffordshire to play in the County Championship.

The senior section held a very successful tour to Weymouth in Dorset during April where for the first time on tour we enjoyed a victory!  Usually the Rugeley tourists are drained for their Saturday game but a hearty breakfast and the fresh country air combined to see them beat Puddletown RUFC.  Photographs from the tour are in the Gallery Section of the website.

Summer training will begin in June (check the website for updates as to the precise date.  Any players 17 or over who are interested in playing Rugby for Rugeley should contact Martin de Ridder on 07789693006.

Summer Events

In addition to our 60th Anniversary we will be 

        Participating in the Eccleshall Tag Rugby Tournament in June ;

        Putting a Float and store in the Rugeley Charter Fair

        Hosting another Tug and Tag tournament in July;

        Participating in the Coalville Tens tournament in August

Volunteers
The growth of the junior section has allowed senior players to obtain coaching and refereeing qualifications.  The club boasts 12 RFU level one coaches together with three qualified referees.  However the club has recruited from beyond its senior membership to the parents of the junior section.   We have a Child Protection Officer and all of our junior coaches have been subject to CRB checks.  If you’re playing days are behind you but you would like to volunteer in any capacity please telephone Martin de Ridder on 07789693006.

Going Forward
The growth in membership and participation is enabling the club to look forward to the future with optimism.  

We need to improve our facilities.  We aspire to have our own base somewhere in the centre of Rugeley town to enable us to realise our aims.  It remains our aim to have at least 3 pitches with changing facilities on the Hagley site where our first team pitch has been located for over 30 years.   We have entered into a new licence agreement to enable us to use a pitch behind St Augustine’s from ROSA during next season.  However we want and need to improve our facilities and secure our tenure.  We are seeking to develop our existing relationships with the district, county council together with our local schools and community organisations.  

Thank You
We would like to thank everybody who has helped us this season including Rugeley Open Spaces Association, Rugeley Leisure Centre and Hagley Park Sports College.  We would also like to thank our sponsors including SC Sealants, Attridge Scaffolding, Maier, ALM and Ansons LLP.   A full list of sponsors together with links to their websites is at the Sponsors section of our website http://www.rugeleyrugby.com.

If you think there is someone we should forward this email to please drop us a quick message with their email address.  If you got this email we thought you might be interested in how we are getting on.  If not, no problems just drop us a quick email and we won’t trouble you again.

For further updates please see our website www.rugeleyrugby.com or contact Martin de Ridder on 07789693006.

Kind regards

RUGELEY RUGBY CLUB
