West Midlands regional strategy consultation extended

Ben Lee, PlanningResource, 20 May 2008 

The consultation period on the second phase revision of the West Midlands regional spatial strategy (RSS) has been extended by six months.

Regional planning body West Midlands Regional Assembly (WMRA) moved the deadline from 30 June to 8 December after discussions with the Government Office for the West Midlands (GOWM). 

The extension comes after GOWM appointed planning consultants Nathaniel Lichfield and Partners (NLP) to look at options which could produce higher housing numbers in the West Midlands (Planning, 25 April 2008, p3)

DCLG minister Baroness Andrews ordered the work to be done over the next six months after writing to the WMRA. 

WMRA head of planning John Pattinson said: “GOWM have made it clear they are not consulting on the housing numbers that NLP might come up with but they want consultees to digest the information before replying to the RSS consultation.”

Tory MP for Mid-Worcestershire Peter Luff who has heavily criticised government’s intervention in the RSS process, said: “It is all we can do after government’s regrettable intervention in the democratic process. 

“The six months will be essential in a process that will have a massive effect on the region.”  

NLP’s final report is expected to be available by 7 October. The examination in public will now be held in Spring 2009, although a final date is yet to be confirmed.
 

