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!ǘ ƭŀǎǘΗ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ нт ȅŜŀǊ ǿŀƛǘ ōǳǘ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ Ƙŀǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ мс 
boys title for the third time in our proud history. The team on the day 
performed magnificently and can be very proud of themselves, but it 
was not just about the 12 players who made the squad on the day ςan 
academy group of around 25 players aged 14-18 has been training 
together every Monday this season to an exceptionally high standard 
and they all contributed to the success. 

Congratulations to involved, we should enjoy and celebrate the 
achievement before getting back to our aim of always trying to be the 
best!

Colin Roberts, NSVC Chair



News Updates 
ŦǊƻƳ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜΗ

Inter Regionals2009... 
мф Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΗΗ
The Inter Regional Championships takes place on the 3-4th May 
ŀǘ [ƻǳƎƘōƻǊƻǳƎƘΣ ƎƻƻŘ ƭǳŎƪ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΗ

West Midlands:
U14 girls ςHarriet Roberts
U16 girls ςZoe Rogers, Lucy Preston, Ruth Gurgul, Jenny Bellamy
U15 boys ςSam Shenton, Chris Ashton, Elliott Francis, Jordan 
Adelburgh, Alex Liebeck
U17 boys ςDannWilliams, James Goodwin, RooScott, Will Roberts

North West:
U15 boys ςIain McKellar, Stewart Ross
U17 boys ςGareth Thomas, Sam Tomkinson, Matty Everett

NSVC Family-Fours Night
15th May 6pm-8pm
On Friday 15th May NSVC will be running a family fours night 
at MadeleyHigh School. This will be a chance for club 
members to come together and have some fun playing 
ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ƎŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǾƻƭƭŜȅōŀƭƭ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ р Ƴƛƴƛ-courts 
ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ǎƻ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΧ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǿƘƻ 
has always fancied ago or if you want to get your parents on 
court this is the ideal opportunity!
¢ƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻǳǊǎ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ !Da 
which will also take place in the sportshallat MadeleyHigh 
School ςall club members are invited to attend this short 
meeting at 8pm.

SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE!
Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ олth Anniversary Friday 7th May 2010 

Craig and Mel tie the knot!
Friday 24th!ǇǊƛƭ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘŜŀƳ 
coach Craig Handfordwith Mel Moss. Mel originally hails 
ŦǊƻƳ /ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ /ƘŀƛǊ /ƻƭƛƴ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ǿŀǎ ƻŦ 
course delighted that Craig was marrying into a Cornish 
family! The wedding took place at a beautiful village 

church in Pillatonand 
was followed by a 
reception at Cothele
House ςwith superb 
weather also 
arranged it was a 
fantastic day! 

Congratulations to  
the happy
couple from     
ŀƭƭ ŀǘ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜΗ

SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE!
Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŘƻΧ CǊƛŘŀȅ млth July 2009

Ian Hawley, a good friend of the club, passed away on 
the 30th March 2009. Ian attended our NVL Division 1 
match on the 21st March against London Lynx, with his 
wife Sheila. He took a great interest in the progress of 
b{±/ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ bŜǿǎΦ hǳǊ 
ŎƻƴŘƻƭŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ {ƘŜƛƭŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ άƘŜǊ LŀƴΦέ

NSVC Annual General Meeting
Friday 15th May

8pm
MadeleyHigh School Sports Hall

(following the Family Fours!)

CJ in England Squad
Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜΩǎ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜ WŀƳŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ {ǉǳŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴ 
Invitational Tournament over May  Bank Holiday weekend 
in Leeds. This is great news for CJ who has really progressed 
through the ranks of  West Midlands, England Central at 
UKSG and now into the England squad. Congratulations to 
C| on this well deserved call-up!!

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=1645562&id=503618865


News Updates 
ŦǊƻƳ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜΗ

SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE!
Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ олth Anniversary Friday 7th May 2010 

SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE! SAVE THE DATE!
Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŘƻΧ CǊƛŘŀȅ млth July 2009

b{±/ ƛǎ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нллф ²Ŝǎǘ aƛŘƭŀƴŘǎ ά[ŜǘΩǎ tƭŀȅ ±ƻƭƭŜȅōŀƭƭέ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƻƴ 
the 13th June at Madeley. This will be the third year running that we have 
ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ нрл ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƻǾŜǊ ƛǘǎΩ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǿƻ 
years. With competitions for boys and girls at u11, u13 and u15 age groups 
ƛǘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜǾŜƴǘΧ GET INVOLVED! Email Ant Viggarsto 
offer your help on anthony.viggars@ntlworld.com

MONDAY NIGHT SUMMER 
VOLLEYBALL!
From Monday the 11th May there will be 
Monday night Volleyball at Madeleyfrom 
6.30pm-9pm/dusk. The aim of these sessions 
is to get ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻƴ ŎƻǳǊǘ ŀǎ 
possibleplaying fun and competitive 
volleyball. We have four outdoor courts that 
will be set-up weather permitting, and if the 
weather is not good we will go with the 3 
court arrangement indoors.

Games could range from being 2v2, 3v3, 4v4 
or 6v6, or any other variation... The under 15 
boys 6v6 team might fancy taking on four of 
ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘŜŀƳΗ hƴ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
weather is good Craig Handfordand Will 
Roberts will lead specific 1 hour workshop 
sessions  for players wanting to work on a 
particular aspect of their game, e.g. setting, 
serve receive, conditioning. 

We look forward to seeing you ALL there!

College teams take medals
The Fenton (City of Stoke-on-Trent) 6th form college  girls & boys teams had  a successful 
weekend at the British Colleges Finals at Loughborough on the 3rd-5th April. On arrival the 
competition format for the boys was changed as the Scottish team had withdrawn ςthis 
meant that captain Sam Allen would miss the semi-Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƭŀǎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ 
match vsSheffield. Until that point the lads had looked the stand out team in the 
competition, so they were bitterly disappointed to lose the semi, though they fought back 
to take 3rd place in style, yet again! 

The girls also cruised through the group stages and they won their semi to make the final 
where they took on Chichester who were primarily players from AshcombeVC. After 
winning the first set, our girls were in control in the 2nd but could not hold the lead, and 
after a heartbreakingly similar third set result they sadly lost the match 2-1. 

The girls did get their revenge in the  National Colleges Cup however, beating Chichester 
25-20, 25-мнΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛȄŜŘ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ 
great season for this programme supported by NSVC.

Anderson in Poloniashock!!
At the National Cup Finals 
Chris Anderson assistant 
coached for the Polonia
ladies in the Shield Final 
as his partner Kelly Jones 
plays for the them in NVL. 
In a shock move, Chris 
showed up in a Polonia
tracksuit... Though he 
did redeem himself to 
Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ ōȅ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊŜ 
that the Polonialadies 
supported our u16 
boys in the final the 
next day!!!

mailto:anthony.viggars@ntlworld.com
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2893391&id=744726083
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=711946557&pid=2363154&id=716491753


Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜΦΦΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ мс ōƻȅǎ 
National Champions 2008-09!

¢ƘŜ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ Ŧŀƴǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŀƳ

Coach Will Roberts gives the team their instructions                                The passing unit holds firm

²ƛǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ WǳƴƛƻǊ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
boys National under 16 title since 1982, and despite two subsequent defeats in the final (including the 
dramatic 16-14 fifth set defeat against Boswells in 2006) this was an age group title that had been away for 
ǘƻƻ ƭƻƴƎΗ Lƴ ǘƘŜ нллф Ŧƛƴŀƭ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ²ŜǎǎŜȄΣ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƳŜǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǇ уǎ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 
beaten 15-13 in the deciding set of a truly nail-biting encounter, a match in which the teams actually finished 
ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻƴ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ Řŀȅ ²ŜǎǎŜȄΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ 
swing hitters who trains with England Juniors... all the indications said that this final would be a long and 
tough match.

The Castle players had prepared for the 
final exceptionally well, training with a high 
degree of commitment and a real 
competitive edge to try to make it into the 
squad that would make the trip to the final.  
That said, the final was at the end of the 
two week Easter holiday and with many 
family holidays having been planned and 
paid for long in advance the selected squad 
would not be able to train together as a 
whole group at any time in that period 
with various players missing sessions at 
some point in time.

Two weeks prior to the final the larger 
squad was cut to 15 players, with  three 
knowing that they were effectively the 
ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ΨмоthaŀƴΩ ¢ƛƳ 
Hales trained with the squad right up to 
the day before the final and made the trip 
to Sheffield with the other players such 
was the bond and spirit within the group. 

The Friday evening session before the final 
was exceptional with all of the players 
coming up to the boil and producing some 
fantastic volleyball. In the last weeks 
before the big day the focus in training had 
become highly specific around service 
reception, service, team organisation and 
creating the best angles in attack. The final 

training session on the Saturday was more 
of the same  and it seemed like the match 
could not come too soon with players 
peaking excellently.

The team travelled together to Sheffield to 
ǘŀƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŜƴΩǎ /ǳǇ Cƛƴŀƭ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
Sheffield and London Malory and 
familiarise themselves with the venue. The 
ƳŜƴΩǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ 
with Sheffield totally brushing the 
Londoners aside in a 3-0 exhibition that 
was never even close, so while the boys 
were excited to see the height, power and 
ǘŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳǎΩ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ  
it was not a match that really got the 
adrenaline pumping!

!ŦǘŜǊ ΨǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΩ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ aŜƴΩǎ мst team 
player Chris Anderson while he assistant 
ŎƻŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ tƻƭƻƴƛŀ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
{ƘƛŜƭŘ CƛƴŀƭΣ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻǘŜƭ 
in the city centre. The players charmed the 
hotel staff with their excellent behaviour 
and good humour and also did themselves 
proud in the very nice city centre 
restaurant , with team social secretaries 
Stewart Ross and Michal Hawiar just about 
managing to keep a lid on things!!! Back to 
the hotel for Match of the Day  & of course 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘŀȅΩǎ ΨǊŜŀƭΩ aŀǘŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŀȅΗ



Stewart Ross blocking Chris Ashton blocks                        MVP Will Roberts 2nd touch attack Alex Liebeck hitting

Roo Scott hits the line Sam Shenton attacks Elliott Francis passes Michal Hawiar hitting

After a hearty (but nervous!) breakfast the 
Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ ƭŀŘǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǿŀƭƪ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ 
Ponds Forge, the venue where the final 
would be held. After watching the warm-
up of the girls final it looked like the players 
could be getting themselves warmed up 
quite quickly, but in fact the girls game 
turned into a five set epic. As the 100 or so 
Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ Ŧŀƴǎ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǘǎ  ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ 
ŎƘŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΩ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ 
prepared to take the court... you could just 
ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ 
team!

The warm-ǳǇ ǿŀǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ ǿƘƻ 
all looked incredibly focussed. The 
coaching staff of Will and Colin Roberts, 
and Rod Stockwell took the time to 
reinforce individual roles of the players and 
help them settle themselves into the 
atmosphere of a final. As ever in 
ōƻȅǎκƳŜƴΩǎ ±ƻƭƭŜȅōŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǊƳ-up 
allowed the team the really relax by going 
down the route of the testosterone battle, 
trying to put the ball down on the 3m line 
and bounce up into the ceiling!!!

At last, the match! Both teams came out 
strongly  though nervously, making more 
errors than their quality would normally

be part of their game. Setter Will Roberts 
set the tone for the match in the first few 
points, setting reverse, pipe, middle, going 
2nd touch and then eventually going to 
four... the message to Wessex was clear ς
Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
your block/defence unit is going to have a 
tough day! That said it was Wessex who 
held the lead throughout the first set, 8-7, 
16-12, 19-13, and 21-16. But the fighting 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ςStewart 
Ross was introduced as middle blocker and 
helped stimulate the change in fortunes 
with his height and presence. Roo Scott 
and Michal Hawair kept on wiping attacks 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻŎƪŜǊǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜƘƻǿ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ 
came back to win the set 25-23 and pick 
the pocket of Wessex, who looked 
stunned!

This win re-dressed the balance of the 
match somewhat and the 2nd set started 
much closer, but yet again Wessex started 
to create some momentum and pull away. 
Time-ƻǳǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ ōȅ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ 
attempt to again stop the slide into a 
ŘŜŦƛŎƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ ƭŜŘ 
16-15 at the mid-point of the set. A harsh 
handling call on libero Elliott Francis 
ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀ Ƴƛƴƛ ǎƭǳƳǇ ŦƻǊ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŦƻǳƴŘ

themselves 21-17 down. A massive block by 
ǎŜǘǘŜǊ ²ƛƭƭ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ƻƴ ²ŜǎǎŜȄΩǎ сŦƻƻǘп 
middle player signalled  time for a 
comeback, &was followed up by James 
Goodwin diving through the courtside 
boards in an attempt to pick the ball up in 
defence. There was some great hitting by 
Goodwin whose leap took his attacks way 
over the block. Chris Ashton & Sam Shenton 
scored through the middle & Alex Liebeck 
did a great job as serving sub. The crowd 
had grown to around 500 &they were on 
the edge of their seats. The coaches called 
upon the team to be tough & they were, 
coming through 29-27 & get a 2-0 lead.

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŜƴŘǎ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ 
the effect this had had on Wessex & our 
lads knew the chance was there. Mental 
strength was again shown by Goodwin who 
spiked the ball over the net whilst lying on 
his back, such was his commitment! Despite 
ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎΣ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŧƻƻǘ ƻƴ 
the gas at the mid-point. By this point the 
team really was in the zone & for the first 
ǘƛƳŜ ²ŜǎǎŜȄ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƻǳǘŎƭŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǎ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ 
turned on the style. As he had done all 
match, Roo Scott led by example and 
continued to wipe off the block right 
through to sealing the match 25-18, 3-0!



Above ςΨ/ŀǎǘƭŜΩǎ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǎǘŀǘǎ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ

Top  - the coaches celebrate        Below ςǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƻǊȅ ŘƛǾŜ        Middle ςthe team get their medals        Right -the winning moment ς
Eddie Foulkes, Dan Baddeley & Mark Wright

Roo Scott lifts the trophy The team celebrate their win!



Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜΩǎ ±ƻƭƭŜȅōŀƭƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎ !ƴǘ ±ƛƎƎŀǊǎ ϧ ²ƛƭƭ wƻōŜǊǘǎ

This is not a reference to the classic 
hǊŀƴƎŜ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ ƳŜƴΩǎ ƪƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мффлǎ 
(in which the team finished 2nd in the NVL 
as City of Stoke), but a visit to Holland! 
5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ .ǊŜŀƪ ǘǿƻ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜ 
coaches were part of a Volleyball England 
coordinated trip to the European Youth 
Volleyball Championships in Rotterdam, 
Holland. This would provide a great 
opportunity to see the level of play 
achieved by some of the leading junior 
talent development programmes in the 
world, and in turn raise aspirations and 
targets for what we deliver in this country 
ςmost notably for Ant and Will, what is 
ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǘ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜΦ

¢ƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ǿŀǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ±ƻƭƭŜȅōŀƭƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ Club England 
programme which aims to raise the standard of play in young English 
players by investing in coaches & the training environment within which 
talented young players learn & practice their Volleyball. Each of 
±ƻƭƭŜȅōŀƭƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ф ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎ 
of their regional squads & the coaches in their leading junior clubs to be 
part of the programme ςwhich is how Ant & Will became involved after 
nomination through the West Midlands. Both will receive scholarship 
funding over the next three years (subject to annual review) to continue 
their development as coaches & as a knock-on effect, advance the level 
of play achieved by the players they work with. In addition to this NSVC 
will receive some funds to improve the performance environment of 
our training venue, which will also contribute towards the improvement 
ƻŦ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƭŜǾŜƭǎΦΦΦ ŀƭƭ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ŦƻǊ Ψ/ŀǎǘƭŜΗ

As coaches on the programme Ant and Will embarked upon the long 
coach journey to Rotterdam from Volleyball England HQ in 
Loughborough, & spent the first day travelling. As other coaches were 
picked up en-route a real buzz of excitement built up amongst the 
group, with talk of previous match-ups, players they worked with or 
knew of, their predictions for the upcoming Junior National Cup Finals, 
& of course of the level of play at this European Championships event.

On the morning of the second day the coaches were treated to a 
seminar led by the Head Coach of the Dutch National Development 
Squad. This team is similar to the Sheffield programme in English terms 
& plays as HVA in the Dutch top division with players aged 18-22 years 
old making up that squad which trains full time & is based out of a 
university. As part of the workshop discussion covered the Dutch 
regional talent development programme which was remarkably similar 
in structure & aims to the English system, if a little bit more regimented 
with coaches instructed on what systems to use etc., & with more 
training time ςjunior regional squads train every Sunday in Holland as 
opposed to once a month here. The players also train 3-4 times per 
week with their club! After another seminar about scouting & observing 
teams in action, the coaches walked or caught the tram to the venue ς
a massive exhibition centre!




