POSITIVE OUTLOOK FOR SOFTBALL 

IN THE WEST MIDLANDS
The outlook for the growth and development of softball in the West Midlands is becoming increasingly positive.

The West Midlands Softball League is keen to grow its team numbers with support from BSUK, and here are some of the recent developments that may help it to do so:

· In early September, 65 people attended a Corporate Softball Day in Dudley, staffed by local league members as facilitators. This will develop into a regular event during the period between May and September in 2008.
· South Birmingham College has agreed to include softball as part of its enrichment programme for 2008, starting with indoor softball in February and March and outdoor softball from April to July. There are also opportunities for coach education and embedding softball into the curriculum if all goes well. The college has 26,000 students in its various formats! 

· Birmingham College of Food has agreed to include a softball module as part of its Practical Team Sports curriculum in a six-week slot with three groups of 18 Sports Studies students and staff after Easter 2008. This module will lead to a Level 1 coaching qualification. It is hoped that the module will extend into a college league on Wednesday afternoons during the summer. An official link will be established with the West Midlands Softball League as part of this developments. 

· BSUK is hopeful that Sutton College will institute a similar programme.
With new pathways to recreational softball participation being forged by these plans, softball could become a prominent sport in the West Midlands over the next two years.

Work to bring these developments to fruition will be further enhanced when new BSUK staff members are in post – with the key position being the West Midlands Coach-in-Residence who will start in January, reinforced by a softball import coach from April through July.
 

