CCPR – 7 November 2007

Queen’s speech 2007 bulletin 
Today saw the start of a new legislative session in Parliament as the Queen’s speech took place in the House of Lords. 
Legislation on terrorism, education, housing and the environment will dominate the headlines but what was in the speech for sport?

Unclaimed assets 
The Dormant Bank and Building Society Accounts Bill will allow assets sitting in dormant bank accounts (accounts which have been untouched in 15 years) to be transferred and invested in community projects. The money will be channelled through the BIG lottery fund and initial funds will be used for youth services, financial capability and, resources permitting, a social investment 'wholesaler'. Initiatives detailed in July as part of a wider scheme to provide positive activities for young people included ‘coming of age ceremonies’, support for youth clubs, a Youth Week (marking young people’s achievements) and a National Institute of Youth Leadership. 

Water recreation 
The Draft Marine Bill seeks to ‘address the use and protection of marine resources in the United Kingdom’ and would see new marine conservation provision and the creation of a number of protected national parks. It would also set out changes in fisheries and marine management to prevent exploitation of the marine environment. Changes to the marine planning and consents regime would see new guidance and environmental standards for the development of marine resources and efforts to streamline marine licensing arrangements for marine developments.

Planning 
The Planning Reform Bill aims to streamline the planning process in the UK, in particular by introducing a single consent regime for major infrastructure projects, in accordance with May’s White Paper. It will establish an Independent Infrastructure Planning Commission that will make planning decisions considered to be of national significance. In some minor cases planning permission will no longer be required. Policies will also be put in place to keep ‘vibrant’ town centres but concerns are already being raised that the proposals will disenfranchise people by reducing their influence in the planning process. 

New towns 
The Housing and Regeneration Bill will help to create so-called ‘Eco towns’, which the Government hopes will also be ‘fit towns’ – areas specifically designed to be both environmentally sustainable and conducive to good health and fitness. They would have more cycle lanes, safe walking routes to schools and to town centres, school programmes on healthy living, larger and better equipped parks and enhanced leisure facilities. 

EU Reform 
The Queen’s speech confirmed that a bill to ratify the EU reform treaty will mean that there will be no referendum on the issue. See our most recent European Update for more details. 

Employment 

The Employment Bill will not change the landscape for sporting participation but it has the potential to change the employment practices of all employers, including those in the sports sector. It promises clearer and stronger enforcement of law (including law applying to the minimum wage and employment agencies), and quicker and more informal resolution to employment disputes. 

Education 
The Education and Skills Bill will require all 16 to 18 year olds to be engaged in either education or training by 2015. It will also place a duty on employers to release young employees for the equivalent of one day’s training a week. 

