Dear Colleague
 

‘Have your say’ – Revision of the West Midlands Spatial Strategy
 

Phase Three Draft Project Plan – Consultation
 

 

If you are keen on shaping the future of the West Midlands, now is the time to get involved. The West Midlands Regional Assembly is currently proposing to develop further the West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy (WMRSS) and invites all regional partners and communities to help us with this task.
 

The existing WMRSS was published in 2004 and sets out a framework for the development of the Region for the next 15 to 20 years. The overall aim is to improve the quality of life for all who live and work here – today and for future generations.
 

When the existing WMRSS was issued in 2004, the Secretary of State endorsed the principles of the strategy but tasked the Assembly to develop several issues further. Given the range of matters to be considered, it was agreed that the WMRSS Revision should be taken forward in three phases. Phases One and Two of the revision have been underway for some time. Phase One develops a sub-regional strategy for the Black Country and Phase Two looks at revised policies on housing provision, employment land, town and city centres, transport and waste for the whole Region.
 

Phase Three of the WMRSS Revision will commence now. The Assembly has prepared a Draft Project Plan which explains how we propose to carry out this phase of the revision and what topics will be considered: 
 

      Rural services: To identify and prioritise the services that are critical to the sustainability of rural communities, and to identify mechanisms for promoting their provision;
 

      Housing: To identify the number of pitches required for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople;
 

      Culture: To identify and address gaps in the provision of international, national, regional and sub-regionally significant cultural assets;
 

      Environment: To further develop environmental policies in the RSS, including flood risk, air quality, renewable energy and Green Belt;
 

      Minerals: To develop policies on safeguarding mineral resources and the future supplies of construction aggregates and brick clay.
 

The Draft Project Plan of the WMRSS Revision Phase Three is out for public consultation between 27th November 2007 and 18th January 2008. Separate invitations have already been sent out for the Launch Event on Tuesday 27th November 2007, 9.30-13.00, at the Burlington Hotel, Birmingham. 
 

The Draft Project Plan and a summary leaflet can be seen on our website at www.wmra.gov.uk/rssphase3 . If you wish to obtain paper copies of these documents please contact us and we will post them to you.
 

The Draft Project Plan has been published for public consultation and we would like to hear your views. To assist you in this, a pull out questionnaire is included at the back of the Draft Project Plan which can also be filled in on our website.  
 

Please send your comments to us by 18th January 2008 through one of the following channels: 
 

Online: www.wmra.gov.uk/rssphase3 
 

Email: wmrss@wmra.gov.uk 
 

Fax: 0121 245 0201
 

Post: West Midlands Regional Assembly, Regional Partnership Centre, Albert House, Quay Place, 92-93 Edward Street, Birmingham, B1 2RA 
 

 

Further information about the WMRSS Revision process can be found on our website. You can also contact us by phone on 0121 245 0200.
 

I would like to thank you in advance for your views and comments on the Draft Project Plan, and look forward to your ongoing involvement in the WMRSS Phase Three Revision.
 

 

Yours sincerely
 

 

Rose Poulter
Director
WMRA

