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For immediate release: Monday 10 November 2008

LOTTERY FUNDERS GET WIND OF 

STOKE-ON-TRENT MILL PROJECT
Restoration work on one of Staffordshire’s two remaining windmills should be a breeze following a  £10,000 Awards for All grant. The project is one of five in Stoke-on-Trent and 64 in the West Midlands totalling £502,140 in the latest round of awards. 
Meir Heath Windmill Preservation Group receives £10,000 to restore the inside of the Grade II listed building, built in 1775 as a corn mill. The upgrades mark another step in the ongoing process of returning the mill – which has also served as a headquarters for the local Home Guard and as a water tower – to its former glory. The project also has the full support of three nearby primary schools who regularly visit the spot to learn about local history.

Gill Swift, Secretary, said: “I can’t wait to tell the children, I’m anticipating a huge cheer because they all love the mill and always ask how the renovation is going. We’ve tried so many avenues of funding over the years because we’re determined to get it back to looking its best and serving as a focal point for the area, and this is our first big breakthrough. 

“This is a very precious building that the community holds very close to its heart. It sits right at the top of the hill and people say that the winds that whip around up there come straight from the Ural mountains in Russia because it’s so cold. We want to encourage as many visitors here as possible in future so we will also use some of the grant to publish an information booklet, and in the meantime our next project is to replace the cap on top of the tower.”

Also receiving a grant is Wetley Rock Women’s Institute, who will spend £9,400 on sending its 30 members on courses at renowned adult education centre Denman College, which celebrates its diamond anniversary this year. The group will get the chance to study topics ranging from languages to cookery.

Cynthia Hawkins, Secretary, said: “This is a big opportunity for our members because normally we would have to scrimp and save to afford to attend residential courses like these. There is such a range of classes to take part in and we are determined to pass the skills on to our own community on our return. This kind of scheme is what we’re all about in the WI: learning and sharing skills in a supportive, friendly environment.”
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Also receiving awards are Blurton Primary School, awarded £4,800 to run a community poetry event, Penkhull Parochial Church Council, whose £10,000 grant will help refurbish their community centre, and LGBT City Arts Project, given £4,163 to carry out community arts and crafts sessions.

Awards for All is the small grants scheme administered by the Big Lottery Fund on behalf of Lottery good cause funders, Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England. The scheme makes awards of between £300 and £10,000 to grass roots community groups and voluntary organisations.

John Taylor, Big Lottery Fund Head of the West Midlands region, said on behalf of the Awards for All funders: “Meir Heath Windmill Preservation Group are proving that where there is a will, there is a way and they have finally been rewarded for their determination with a Lottery grant that can help restore the mill to its former state. I’m so pleased they are one of 64 groups in the West Midlands sharing £502,140 this month.”

For a full list of award recipients visit: http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/news.html


Following a review of the Awards for All England programme, changes will be made to the existing format of the small grants scheme in March 2009. From 1 April 2009 each of the lottery good cause distributors supporting the scheme will run their own individual small grants programmes. Applications can still be made under the current Awards For All scheme arrangements until 31 March 2009.
Further Information:

For more information on the project, please contact Tracey Gordon on 07813 855 695 on tgordon@paratuscommunications.com 

For more information on Awards for All grants in the West Midlands region, please contact:

Awards for All Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of Hours Contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Awards for All grant awards are available at:

www.awardsforall.org.uk
Notes to Editors 

Awards for All England is a joint Lottery grants programme supported by Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England.                         
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