Cross party support for new strategy 
The main political parties reiterated their support for Sport England’s new strategy in an opposition debate on Olympic Legacy on 30 October. 

In a discussion which focused on how to get more people to take part in sport, the legacy of the Olympic venues and the impact on tourism, Sport England’s new strategic direction and the decision to work more closely with national governing bodies was praised by all three main political parties.    

In his opening address Andy Burnham, the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport said:

“The Government welcomes the reform of Sport England that will build a world-class sport development system”. 

He added:

“Sport England’s role is to work strategically as a commissioner of sports development.”  

Hugh Robertson, Conservative Shadow Sports and Olympics spokesman emphasised this point by saying,

 “I entirely support the new strategic direction of Sport England – to deliver increases in mass participation through sport governing bodies.” 

Don Foster, the Liberal Democrat Shadow Spokesman for Culture, Media and Sport, argued that more can be done to protect playing fields with particular reference to protecting smaller playing fields of 0.2 hectares and called for Sport England to have greater powers in this area.  

He also underlined his support for the new strategic direction by saying:

 “I welcome the reorganisation of Sport England and believe that the new approach is right.”

Foster went on praise the work of county sports partnerships in getting more people into sport. He added,

 “In my area… we have a fantastic county sports partnership, Wesport, which is doing amazing work to increase participation by linking schools and sports clubs, encouraging more coaching and volunteering, organising inter-school competitions and much more.”

Jeremy Hunt, the Shadow Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport also paid tribute to the work of county sports partnerships during a discussion on the organisation of grassroots sport in local areas. 

While a number of question marks remain about the delivery process for the legacy, support of Sport England and its new strategy was widespread.
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