	 Podium November News  from the Further & Higher Education Unit for the 2012 Games

· Launch of National Skills Academy
· Podium Annual Conference - only 50 places left
· Launch of BUCS and Higher Education and Community Sport booklet
· NorthWest signs up Thailand and Pacific Islands of Oceania
· Student Action Group - passionate about the values
· Lord Coe* opens £20m sports facilities at Ulster University
· Celebrating the Games - new lecture series, Leeds
· Bristol University develops the Bristol-Kenya 2012 partnership - athletes to train in Kenya
· Legacy Now Lecture Series
· Pete Reed - Olympic Rower and Engineer
· Personal Best for Every London Borough
· World Sport for All Congress - theory into action
· New Culture, Sport and Volunteering Coordinator at Podium - Kate Filochowski
· New Podium website coming soon

Launch of National Skills Academy
The National Skills Academy for Sport and Active Leisure was launched yesterday (19th November) with the support of £28 million from employers and funding agencies. 

The government initiative, set up to address the current skills gap in the sector, will also help fill the deficit of qualified coaches and volunteers to run the 2012 Games as well as create a lasting legacy in sport participation.
Employers have committed the majority of capital funding and revenue support for the skills academy, with the Learning and Skills Council (LSC) providing a significant contribution to help the skills academy achieve its target to be self sustainable within three years.  This massive commitment from the industry will enable the skills academy to provide one single approach to training 85,000 new entrants, existing staff and volunteers each year by 2013 and offer employers better quality training and improved access to government funding.

Speaking at the event Lord Young (Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Skills and Apprenticeships - who will be speaking at Podium Conference this December) said: “I am delighted that employers in the sport and active leisure sector have seized upon the National Skills Academy initiative.  The employers investing in this partnership will reap the dividends of high quality tailored training and safeguard future growth in their industry. Today’s launch is great news for the future of the nation’s health and will work to directly deliver skilled workers for London 2012 and beyond.”

The Online Academy has now also launched and will serve as the first port of call for learners keen to find out about the skills needed to enter the sector or to progress their career. Over time they will be able to sign up to courses as well as access career maps, a directory of qualifications valued and recognised by employers and a directory of approved training providers. For employers, the website will provide much needed clarity about recognised training providers, training on site plus advice and resources on how to make the most effective use of staff training budgets.

Florence Orban, interim Chief Executive of the National Skills Academy for Sport and Active Leisure, said: “The skills academy will bring clarity to a confused training picture. Currently learners have to choose from around 490 existing qualifications specific to our sector and these have historically been delivered through an uncoordinated mix of providers.”

For more information on the National Skills Academy for Sport and Active Leisure, visit: www.sportactivensa.co.uk.


Podium Conference - only 50 places left!

There are now only 50 places left for the Podium Annual Conference, (Four Years in the Global spotlight: How the 2012 Games can involve and enhance the Further and Higher Education sectors include) on 10th December.

Newly confirmed speakers for the conference include: John Armitt (Chair of the ODA), Lord Young MP (Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Skills and Apprenticeships, Pete Reed (Olympic Gold Medallist) and Simon Bartley (CEO of UK Skills).  They will join Lord Coe (Chair LOCOG), Nick Fuller, (Head of Education, LOCOG), Steve Mannix, (Culture Advisor, LOCOG) as well as a number of inspiring student Paralympians and volunteers from the Beijing Games.

There will be over 20 different workshops covering skills, sport, culture, internationalism, business opportunities and much more.  For more information including the full agenda, workshop list and to book your place – please visit www.ucasevents.com/globalspotlight.  
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Launch of BUCS and Higher Education and Community Sport booklet

British Universities and Colleges sport officially launched at a reception hosted by Andy Burnham MP (Secretary of State for Culture, Media & Sport) and David Lammy MP ( Minister for Higher Education) at the Houses of Parliament last month.  Special guests at the launch were Beijing Gold medallists Dr Tim Brabants and Christine Ohuruogu, graduates of Nottingham University and University College London respectively. 

Christine Ohuruogu said; “Many of the athletes who won medals, like myself, at the Beijing Games were either graduates or students and had spent time playing sport at university.”

David Lammy also endorsed the new organisation saying; “I firmly believe that sport can benefit everyone, so I really welcome the efforts of BUCS and those who work in sport throughout our higher education sector in bringing sport to our communities.”

In collaboration with Sport England, BUCS has produced a booklet outline the organisations’ partnership and summarising higher education sport’s broad contribution both within the sector and the wider community; an action plan detailing higher education sport’s role is due to published in April 2009.  The document, ‘Higher Education and Community Sport’ can be found here here.

To read more about the launch please click here.  To find out more about BUCS please visit their new website: www.bucs.org.uk 
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North West signs up Thailand and Pacific Islands of Oceania
Both the Thai and Pacific Island Olympic authorities have signed agreements earlier this month that formalise their intent to base pre-games training camps in the North West of England, as well as exploit and forge new cultural and educational links.
The memorandum of understanding signed with Thailand, sets out a framework of cooperation between Thai authorities, Manchester City Council, the North West Development Agency and the World Sports Academy (part of Manchester University Business School).  It is also the first of its kind to include a broad collaboration and the first in the North West.  In addition to training and competition opportunities for athletes running up to the 2012 Games, Manchester University through the World Sports Academy based within its Business School, will develop education programmes for senior sports administrators and officials in Thailand, in areas such as sports event management.
Speaking about the agreement, Chris Solly, Director of the World Academy of Sport said, “We are delighted today that we are able to join with the partners in the North West to make this unique and valued offer to our friends in Thailand”.
The agreement with 15 Pacific Island nations includes plans for “Oceania athletes and support staff training in the North West on full or part time education programmes or work placements, linking into club, coaching and competition structures in the region.  A number of universities in the North West have been actively involved in discussions to date.  It also includes plans to “develop wider educational and cultural exchanges between Oceania and the North West, linking to the values of the London 2012 Education programme and the Cultural Olympiad.”
HE partners of the NWDA who have contributed to the agreement with Pacific Islands alongside the World Academy of Sport include: the University of Central Lancashire; Edge Hill University; Liverpool John Moores University; the University of Liverpool and Manchester Metropolitan University.

For more information on Pre-Games Training Camps please visit www.london2012.com/trainingcamps 
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Student Action Group – passionate about Olympic and Paralympic values 

The new Podium Student Action Group (SAG) met for the first time in early November.  The Group’s main aim is to explore how students can become more involved in and inspired by London 2012.  Our belief is that all Student Unions should strive to run programmes and initiatives that incorporate the Olympic and Paralympic values: Respect; Excellence; Friendship and Determination; Inspiration; Courage; Equality. 

The Olympic and Paralympic values are also the basis for the London 2012 Education programme, which is designed for schools and colleges.  Visit the 'Get Set' website here.

The group is working with Podium staff to encourage all institutions and Student Unions to carry out such initiatives and to share the experience with us.  We are trying to build a range of showcase examples for the new Podium website (December 2008), which will allow other institutions to explore the projects, with the aim of sharing good practice amongst the student population.

Our new group are excited and dedicated and we want to share what the London 2012 Games mean to us…

Jess Mobbs – SAG: Vice Chair 2008/09
“A once in lifetime opportunity… it is now time for the whole country to pull together and ensure the Games leaves behind a fantastic legacy.  We need to ensure that more students are volunteering, taking part in sport and motivated by the Olympic and Paralympic values, and that the energy and enthusiasm continues once the Games are over.”

Tim Hart – SAG: Media Officer 2008/09
“It is a chance not only for East London to be rejuvenated, but will hopefully inspire a new generation of young people to take part in all sports and to reignite the Olympic spirit.”
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Lord Coe* opens £20m sports facilities at Ulster University

Double Olympic Gold medallist Lord Coe officially opened the University of Ulster’s new £20m world-class sports facilities at the Jordanstown campus on Tuesday 11th November.
Lord Coe, Chair of the LOCOG said: “Opening the University of Ulster’s new sports centre is a hugely exciting opportunity.  The range of elite and community services it provides are extensive, and will without a doubt lead the effort in Northern Ireland to encourage sports participation at all levels.
“The University has been successful in gaining an entry into the Pre-Games Training Camp Guide and the new sports centre is a core part of their offer to teams looking to base themselves in the UK prior to competition in 2012.”
The facility, which is jointly funded by the University of Ulster and Sport Northern Ireland’s Lottery Fund, is also home to the Sports Institute Northern Ireland.
The 6000 sq metre sports facility has already shown its international pedigree as a training venue for Irish Olympic Bronze medallist Paddy Barnes (photographed above), Paralympic Gold medallists Michael McKillop and Jason Smyth, and Northern Ireland representative teams at all age levels across all sports.
* Lord Coe will address the Podium Annual Conference – click here for more information.
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Celebrating the Games - new conference series, University of Leeds
This two week conference series will celebrate the Olympic and Paralympic Games and look forward to London 2012, from 24th November - 5th December.  The nine lectures will be hosted by world class Olympians, Paralympians and coaches, as well as experts and specialists closely involved in the 2012 Games.
Speakers include Dame Tanni Gray-Thompson DBE, holder of eleven Paralympic Golds, who will be talking about her Olympic experiences, and Giles Long MBE, three times Paralympic Gold medallist, who will host the lecture ‘Changing to Win’.  
The University of Leeds conference programme is designed to engage external stakeholders and the local community in the Games. It will provide personal development opportunities and improve student experiences and performances across all sectors; not only in sports but also culture, education and business.
To book your place please contact Sarah Stephenson (tel: 0113 343 4072 or email: s.stephenson@adm.leeds.ac.uk).  Please download a timetable here.  All lectures are free.
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Bristol University develops the Bristol-Kenya 2012 partnership - two athletes from the community to train in Kenya

Funded by the John Rutley Sport Fund, ‘Springboard Plus’ aims support the emerging talent of young Bristol athletes providing them with the chance to train at Kip Keino High-Performance Taining Centre in Eldoret, Kenya.

The initiative, which is part of the Bristol-Kenya 2012 project (a multi-faceted partnership that will see Bristol hosting the Kenyan Olympic team for a pre-Games training in the build-up to the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games), will provide funding for two middle/long distance runners to experience a week-long training programme.  Applicants must submit an application form, available online from Bristol University's Centre for Sport, Exercise and Health.  Shortlisted applicants will be interviewed by a panel that includes representatives from the University, the John Rutley Sports Fund and England Athletics.

Karen Harvey, the Community Sport Development Manager at Bristol University, said: ”The initiative aims to support the identification and development of young elite athletes in Bristol using the Olympic Games and Paralympic Games and their legacies as inspiration for excellence.”

The selected athletes will be accompanied to Kenya by a fully qualified UK Athletics accredited coach and mentored by two University of Bristol high-performance athletics team athletes.
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Legacy Now Lecture Series

The LDA held the first of its Legacy Now Lecture Series events at the University of East London on October 29th.  The event was attended by almost 100 students, who heard from keynote speakers from the LDA, ODA and LOCOG about the Skills and Employability needs and opportunities presented by the Games.   

Places are still available for the two remaining lectures and details can be found below.

Sustainable Legacy 
Wednesday 26th November - University of Westminster
The objective of this presentation is to review the planning process and the development of the Legacy Master plan Framework (LMF).  The lecture will explore Legacy in its widest possible sense including the physical, environmental and socio economic regeneration of east London.  Guest presenters will include EDAW, who form part of the LMF planning team. 
Social and Cultural Change 
Wednesday 3rd December - University of Greenwich
This presentation will review the means by which existing communities are being supported in their preparation for the massive regeneration that the Games will bring.  It will reflect on the community engagement and consultation that has been carried out to support the planning process as well as the sense of place that is being created with the input of local people.  It is a lecture that asks as many questions as it answers, seeking reflection on the programmes that are being established and how they can be improved to capture the widest range of community. It will need to consider destination making, the burgeoning visitor economy, the local and international profile east London will generate and how this translates into the creation of local pride. 
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Pete Reed – an Officer and an Olympian
Pete Reed, Beijing Olympic Gold medallist, attributes some of his rowing prowess and sporting success to his training and education as an Engineer.  The 6ft 7” athlete is a graduate of the University of West England and Oxford University.  He earned his Bachelors degree in Mechanical Engineering at UWE, where he first took up his sport.  "It is a technical sport,” he says, “It’s all about levers and fluid dynamics - I wrote my BEng dissertation on the mechanics of rowing”.  He subsequently went to Oxford University to complete a Masters degree.  A Commissioned Officer, Reed holds the rank of Lieutenant, and balances his role for the Royal Navy with training full-time as an Olympic athlete – World and Olympic champion no less!

Since he first took up rowing, Pete has expertly managed his athletic and academic and professional lives in parallel and has developed his skills and talent all the way to success in Beijing with his coxless-four crew mates.  
Highly qualified, highly experienced and obviously high achieving, Reed is now looking forward to the 2012 Games – not only returning to training and focusing on how he and his team-mates can perform at the level which will be required to win on Dorney Lake in 2012, but also as an Officer.  Seeking to turn his sporting experience to his advantage, Pete has applied to move into education and training himself within the Navy: “My unique skills as an elite athlete will be really useful in helping to make the service a modern service”.

Pete Reed will be addressing the Podium Annual Conference on 10th December – for further details please see here.
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Personal Best for Every London Borough

Disadvantaged Londoners are being offered a stepping stone into work as a groundbreaking training programme linked to the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games is rolled out.

'Personal Best' will help around 7,000 people to gain their first qualification through borough based classes and individual support.  They will also build self esteem through work experience and gain transferable jobs skills through a nationally recognised qualification in volunteering.

Participants from the scheme recently helped steward crowds and runners at the Royal Parks Foundation Half Marathon on Sunday 12th October.

Mary Conneely, Learning and Skills Council’s Director of Regeneration, said: "Personal Best is motivating people to get back into education and training to gain the skills they need not just for the 2012 Games, but also to achieve a qualification and employment. To be part of the Royal Parks Half Marathon will inspire the Personal Best participants as well as offering them practical experience and confidence in being part of a large event." 

For more on the Personal Best Programme please click here. 
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World Sport for All Congress - theory into action
‘Sport for All - Sport for Life’: this was the message of the 12th World Sport for All Congress, held in early November and hosted by the Olympic Council for Malaysia (OCM) (in collaboration with the IOC, World Health Organisation [WHO] and the General Association of International Sports Federations [GAISF]).
505 participants from 96 countries formed a unanimously adopted declaration, which recommends how to turn theory into action for a healthier and active lifestyle for all generations.  The declaration tackles current challenges and suggests future actions and partnership formations.  It is aimed at stakeholders such as local, regional, national and international sports organisations, educational institutions, public authorities and governments. 
During the conference, solutions to the current growing trend of physical inactivity were discussed, sharing knowledge and discussing best practices to counteract this problem.  Important insights and conclusions formed the structure of the declaration which was presented by Walter Tröger, Chairman of the International Olympic Committee’s Sport for All Commission.
In Jyväskylä, Finland from 14th – 17th June 2010 the next World Sport for All Congress will follow-up how these actions have been implemented. 
For more information and to read the full declaration please see the IOC’s website. 
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New Culture, Sport and Volunteering Coordinator at Podium

Originally from Dorset, Kate Filochowski grew up around Bournemouth and sailed near Weymouth (where the Olympic sailing events will be held in 2012) at a young age.  After graduating from Oxford University with a Masters in Engineering Science (2006), Kate took on the role of Student Federation President (for the Athletic Union) and was instrumental in organising a large community outreach volunteer scheme.
Kate’s experiences and skills cover a broad range, including work as a ‘BUSA’ administrator at Oxford University Sport (before the organisation merged to become BUCS), a Brand Manager for Tempest Sports, a Theatre Technician and a Professional Hockey Coach (in the USA).  She also has a Diploma in Speech and Drama (London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art) and was a member of the Royal Naval Reserve for 5 years.  Most recently Kate worked at the Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre NHS Trust as a Rehab Engineer developing assistive technology.
“Most of my free time is spent on or around a hockey pitch – I play myself, currently for Slough Ladies HC (Premier league), and am also an experienced coach, recently coaching junior regional level squads for England Hockey."  
“The 2012 Games is a fantastic vehicle for stimulating student participation.  I am really excited about working with colleges and universities to expand and link up their culture, sport and volunteering initiatives, using the inspiration offered by the Games.”

Kate can be contacted on 0207 664 4837, kate@podium.ac.uk 
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New Podium website - showcase your work 
In order to facilitate good practice sharing, regional engagement and FE/HE event promotion we are re-developing the website - launching this December.   We would like to know if you are running a project which is inspired by the 2012 Games which can be showcased on our new website.  Similarly, please keep us informed of any 2012 focused events, specific job opportunities, news stories or Olympic or Paralympic related reports.  

Please email charlotte@podium.ac.uk to get your activity featured on the new website or even in next month's newsletter.  
Please check our website for news and events updates and resources.
www.podium.ac.uk 
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