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Short listed Nominees Announced for IFI Awards 2008

For Immediate Release

The Inclusive Fitness Initiative (IFI) today (6th November) announced the facilities short listed for the IFI Awards 2008. The overall winners in the 8 categories will be announced on Wednesday 10th December 2008 at the ICC, Birmingham. The event, sponsored by Cybex will recognise and reward IFI accredited facilities for outstanding achievement in developing inclusive physical activity opportunities. 

The IFI was overwhelmed with the number of nominations and the detailed content of the applications highlighting the quality of work being carried out by accredited facilities. The short listing panel were inspired by case studies used to exemplify commitment to inclusive fitness across all of the award categories. Ben Wilde, Cybex UK Sales Director, was delighted by Cybex’s involvement in the event,

“Cybex have been long time supporters of the IFI and are proud to be supporting this new event.  The IFI awards are key for the health, fitness and leisure industries, rewarding the often-unsung heroes and heroines who have brought the essence of the IFI’s admirable goals to fruition. “
The short listed facilities:

Innovation in Inclusive Marketing (Sponsored by Power Plate International)
Aspire National Training Centre (Stanmore, Middlesex)

Sporting Edge, (Ormskirk, Lancashire) 

Wyre Forest Glades Leisure Centre, (Kidderminster, Worcestershire)
Building Outstanding Partnerships (Sponsored by Precor)

Mill Chase Leisure Centre, (Bordon, Hampshire)

Riverside Ice and Leisure, (Chelmsford, Essex)

Sporting Edge, (Ormskirk, Lancashire)
Creating Inclusive Environments (Sponsored by HUR)
Barnsley Metrodome, (Barnsley, South Yorkshire) 

Mill Chase Leisure Centre, (Bordon, Hampshire)

Pent Valley Leisure Centre, (Folkestone, Kent)
Engaging Volunteers (Sponsored by YMCA Fit)
Aspire National Training Centre (Stanmore, Middlesex)
Reigate & Redhill YMCA (Redhill, Surrey)

Spennymoor Leisure Centre (Senior, County Durham)
Individual Commitment to Inclusive Fitness (Sponsored by Proactive London and Wellbeing South East)

The short listed individuals for this category will be kept confidential until the Awards Dinner, their effort and commitment to inclusive fitness is truly remarkable and they themselves may not be aware of their nomination. 

Developing Sport for All (Sponsored by The Physical Activity Network- West Midlands)
Huntingdon Leisure Centre (Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire)
The Pemberton Centre (Rushden, Northamptonshire)
Wyre Forest Glades Leisure Centre (Kidderminster, Worcestershire)
Demonstrating Corporate Commitment (Sponsored by West Midlands Travelwise)
DC Leisure 

Greenwich Leisure Limited

Nuneaton and Bedworth Leisure Trust

IFI Award of Outstanding Achievement (Sponsored by MLS Ltd)
Aspire National Training Centre (Stanmore, Middlesex)
Mill Chase Leisure Centre (Bordon, Hampshire)
Pent Valley Leisure Centre (Folkestone, Kent)
The event itself will bring together accredited facilities, fitness equipment suppliers and key industry representatives who all play a significant role in the development of inclusive fitness opportunities. Chris Holmes MBE, Britain’s most successful paralympic swimmer, will host the evening and Michael McGrath, the only disabled person to have reached the north and south poles has been confirmed as the after dinner speaker. A limited number of tickets are still available and will be reserved on a first come, first served basis. The cost is £40 (Inc VAT). If you would like any further information on this event or to reserve ticket(s) please contact The IFI Awards Team on Tel: 0114 257 2060 (add prefix 18001 for Typetalk), alternativley email: gemma@inclusivefitness.org
-Ends-

Notes to Editor

· The Inclusive Fitness Initiative’s Inclusive Fitness Mark is the recognised mark of accreditation for the fitness industry recognising an inclusive provision.  

· For additional imagery, interviews or photo opportunities, please contact Gemma Vessey, IFI Marketing Officer on 0114 2572060, gemma@inclusivefitness.org.
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