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November news from Staffordshire Cricket

WINTER COACHING COURSES  

Cricket Coaching Course at Stafford Grammar School. 

Course A
Players 9-12 years
6pm –7.30pm 
£60 per course 

Course B
Players 13-15years
7.30pm –9.00pm 
£60 per course 

10 week Courses Start – Saturday 22nd Nov 
22nd,29th Nov,
6th,13th Dec
10th,17th,24th,31st Jan 
7th, 14th Feb 

ECBCA Qualified Coaches
Technique Development, 
Video Analysis,
Specialist Sessions,
Personal Development 

Places are Limited to 24 per course 

Please contact
Bob Askey on 07939 716884
E Mail bob.askey@ecb.co.uk
to book a place & To be sent the application form

£125 NOW AVAILABLE TO COACHES QUALIFIED IN 2008 

Those Coaches who have attended a Staffordshire organised UKCC 1 Assistant Coach and UKCC2 Coach Award Course during the period January 2008 to December 2008 are eligible to apply for financial support of £125 per Coach.

If your Coaching Course has been subsidised by means other than your Cricket Club then you will not be eligible for this financial support. 

For administrative purposes the money will be paid to the coaches club who then should reimburse the coach. 

There is still money available on this scheme but no applications will be accepted after 31st December 2008. 

Please go to the coach education section of the website and download the application form. 
Please send this to Stephen Walker at the Address on the bottom of the form. 

IMPORTANT COURSES FOR COACHES WORKING IN SCHOOLS 

What is the course ? 
Safe Practise, a guide to Health and Safety in a School setting 

3 hour Module 
2 dates are available 
25 November 2008 and 8 December 2008. 

both courses commence at 1.00pm and will run for 3 hours. 

The sessions will provide individuals who work within the school environments with valuable knowledge that would otherwise be difficult to gather. 

To get the SASSOT application form - please e mail Andy Grice 
andy.grice@ecb.co.uk

The cost is £30.00. 

This three hour support module is aimed at coaches who are working with schools in Staffordshire. It coincides with the release of Association or Physical Education Safe Practise (AFPE) document, which is the document of reference for court cases relating to physical activity in schools. The current growth in the workforce supporting physical education and sport in schools has raised the need to support these colleagues with the consistent messages in school settings 

Learning Outcomes:- 
* To introduce the AFPE Safe Practice document used by schools 
* To update coaches on the most current guidance both generic and specific within school settings 
* To investigate guidance for schools who wish to use coaches both in curriculum delivery and extended services 
* To provide an opportunity to discuss issues with the School Improvement Officer 

This course will be delivered by Local Education Authority tutor and is joint funded through the LEA and County Sports Partnership  

STAFFORDSHIRE CRICKET CALLS FUNDRAISING MEETINGS 

*****FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY NOT TO BE MISSED***** 

After a consultation period with some new partners, Staffordshire Cricket today called two Fundraising meetings to be held in the next three weeks for affiliated cricket clubs. 

With some brand new ideas, there are genuine chances for clubs to earn several thousand pounds each year. These are meetings with great opportunities which your club should not ignore. 

Staffordshire Cricket will be holding two meetings, one in the north and one in the south. Both meetings will start at 7.30pm and last approximately 90 minutes. 

The South meeting will take place on Tuesday 25th November at
Himley Cricket Club,
Stourbridge Road,
Himley,
South Staffs,
DY3 4LB 

The North Meeting will take place on Tuesday 2nd December at
Clayton Sports Centre,
Stafford Avenue,
Newcastle,
Staffs,
ST5 3BN 

These meetings are for PROACTIVE fundraisers looking to make serious money for their clubs.

Please contact Andy Grice andy.grice@ecb.co.uk for any further information and to confirm your clubs attendance.

Andy can also be contacted by telephone on 07831 158522

STAFFORDSHIRE ACADEMY/EPP PROGRAMME 2008/09 

Staffordshire Cricket is delighted to announce that the Staffordshire Academy which has operated successfully for the past three years has now been integrated into the ECB Emerging Players Programme(EPP) for 2008/09 

The academy will continue to be supported by Derbyshire County Cricket Club who over the three year period, have taken four players from our academy onto their first class academy including Georgia Elwiss and Danielle Wyatt who graduated at the start of the 2008 season. 

Consequently, they are keen to maintain links with Staffordshire cricket and willing to assist the county to further develop our talented young cricketers in the hope that more young players will progress to the first class ranks. 

The integration of the academy into the EPP programme has led to an expansion and enhancement of the programme which will now incorporate the following elements: 

• 20 x 3 hour sessions operating on a Friday evening, the addition of an extra hour to each session enabling improved development notably in the area of strength and conditioning. 

• A series of sessions based at Staffordshire University (Stoke site) which will focus on key elements of sports science including, psychology, nutrition, lifestyle and fitness testing. This will operate over an eight day period during the school holidays. 

• Individual one to one sessions organised at venues around the county on a weekly/ fortnightly basis. These will focus on individual skill development. 

• Players Given full E.P.P training kit donated kindly by Paul Fearnley of Fearnley Cricket. 

• In addition, players will also have the opportunity to attend several additional sessions at the Derbyshire Academy under the watchful eye of Karl Krikken, the County Academy Director. 

The full list of players involved is as follows: 
1 Richard Brazier(U14 – Stafford CC)
2 Greg Massingham (U14 – Little Stoke CC) 
3 James Middleton (U15 – Walsall CC)
4 Greg Chance (U16 – Walsall CC) 
5 Jack Warren(U16 – Dunstall CC)
6 Lewis Jelfs (U16 – Wolverhampton CC)
7 Chris Beech(U17 – Blythe CC) 

Alan Hill, the Emerging Players Programme Head Coach, commented: 
‘The integration of our academy into the EPP programme has allowed us to enhance the programme and that can only benefit the participants.’ We are also very grateful to Fearnley Cricket for backing our scheme and making sure the players look professional. 

Karl Krikken stated: ‘We have been delighted with the link that we have established with the Staffordshire Cricket Academy over the past three years. It has been successful with a number of players graduating to our own academy. This expanded, improved programme should help to maintain these high standards’.


STAFFORDSHIRE WOMEN’S WINTER TRAINING & 2009 SEASON 

The Following Message was sent by Helen Pack and Tracy Crump regarding the 2009 season. 

Dear All, 

I hope you are all well. As the winter approaches it is time to start thinking about our closed season training and also the 2009 season. Below is an update on a number of areas 

Trials & Winter Nets 

There will be an open trial / training session on 7th December 2008 at Sandon High School from 1pm to 4pm. 
It will be expected that all those who wish to be considered for the Staffs Women’s senior squad for 2009 attend this session. If for some reason you cannot attend please can you contact either Helen Pack or myself and let us know if you wish still to be considered for the squad for 2009. 
Please can all of you wishing to attend the session and /or wishing to be considered for the squad complete the information sheet that can be gained by e mailing Andy Grice for this. andy.grice@ecb.co.uk 

The trial session will then be followed by a number of winter coaching sessions for the squad. Six sessions have already been booked for the following dates and times at Sandon High School. 
Sunday 18th January 1pm to 3pm
Sunday 1st February 1pm to 3pm 
Sunday 15th February 1pm to 3pm
Sunday 1st March 1pm to 3pm
Sunday 22nd March 1pm to 3pm
Sunday 29th March 1pm to 3pm

Again it will be expected that you can attend the majority of the sessions so as to ensure we are all prepared for the 2009 season. 
There will be a nominal fee for the above sessions to contribute towards the costs. 

Thankyou to all of you who completed the feedback form and your input on what you would like to cover in these sessions has been fed back to the coaches and will help form the content of these sessions. 

Coaches 

As some of you may be aware Mick Womble’s work commitments have required him to be re located to Northern Ireland for 6 months and as such Mick Womble will not be able to run the winter sessions. Mick however was extremely keen to continue to work with the squad and has been retained as the coach for Staffs Women for 2009 and will be back in early April ready for the 2009 season.
In his absence Mick Wood, who worked with us with last year, has agreed to run the winter net sessions. Mick will arrange for other specialist coaches to attend each session depending on what the sessions are covering. 

Season 2009 

As you are probably aware Staffs will be in Division 3 next year along with 
Worcestershire
Hampshire
Derbyshire
Scotland
Devon

(Play cricket and see the world!!!) 

You may also be aware that the format has changed and there will be no festival. All teams will play each other twice home and away i.e. a total of 10 county league matches. We believe the majority of these will be played in May & Aug. 

On top of this there will also be a 20:20 tournament the arrangements for which we do not yet know. 

As you can see from this there will be a lot of county cricket next year and it will be important that we have a squad that will be well prepared for the season. 

Summer training will also take place and following feedback from a number of squad members we will try to use some of these sessions to play 20:20 matches against local teams. 

Kit 
Those of you that were at the SYC presentations a couple of weeks ago will be aware that Staffordshire Cricket have signed a 4 year kit contract with Fearnley Cricket. Fearnley will supply kit to all the squads including playing kit and training kit. 
I will bring information on this to the session in December along with information on costs and discounts offered by Fearnley on their kit. 

I think those of you that have seen the kit will agree it looks great and it will bring Staffs Women in line with the other county cricket squads in the county and provide us with the consistent identity that we have been looking. 

Captaincy 
Following Sue Redferns retirement from county cricket (hopefully temporary) the management team and coaches met to discuss the captaincy for 2009 as it was felt important to go into the winter training sessions with this position in place. 
It was agreed that the vice captain from last season Georgia Elwiss should be offered the position of Staffs captain. I am pleased to let you know that Georgia accepted. I am sure you will all congratulate Georgia and support Georgia in this role. The position of vice captain will be announced in the New Year. 

At this point I am sure you will all join me in thanking Sue Redfern for all her hard work as captain for the last 2 years and wish her good luck on the golf course! 

Also congratulations to Georgia who was voted the SYC player of the year for which she received a £750 voucher from Fearnley Cricket. 

Selection 

Again following the input we received on the feedback forms we will be reviewing our selection process and will inform you of this once agreed. 

Apologies for the length of the article (I know reading can be tasking for some of you!) but we want to ensure that we keep you fully up to date with what is happening. If any of you wish to discuss any aspects of this letter or anything to do with Staffs Women’s Cricket both Helen and myself are available. 

Best wishes and see you on the 7th December 

Tracy Crump
tracycrump@tiscali.co.uk 

Helen Pack 
helen.pack@ecb.co.uk  
