  

Comprehensive Spending Review/New PSA Targets – Update – 10 October 2007

Many of you will have read or watched reports on yesterday’s pre-budget statement by the Chancellor.  Derek and Jennie wanted to let you know what we currently know.  More information will become available over the next couple of weeks.

CSR Settlement

Chancellor said that:

“The budget for the Department for Culture, Media and Sport will increase to £2.2 billion in three years time. This guarantees an inflation increase for the arts, free access to museums and galleries, extra for sport so that every child and young person can take part in five hours of sport a week.  And it will deliver the Cultural Olympiad in the run up to London 2012.”

This is the Departmental settlement.  Ministers now have to decide how the overall budget is divided between programmes and their Non-Departmental Public Bodies (including Sport England and UK Sport).  We expect to receive our settlement from DCMS in the next few weeks.  As soon as we have information on this we will let you know.  

PSA Targets

As well as announcing the outcomes of the Comprehensive Spending Review, the Chancellor has also published details of the new Public Service Agreement Targets (PSAs).  There are no stand alone sports participation targets.  

The School Sport and PE target has been combined with the Olympic Games PSA (PSA Number 22).  The PSA title reads “Deliver a successful Olympic Games and Paralympic Games with a sustainable legacy and get more children and young people taking part in high quality PE and Sport”.  Below the PSA title there are five indicators, two of which impact on Sport England.

Priority 4 – Public participation in cultural and community activities across the UK and Participation in sporting activities both in the UK and in other countries, particularly those in development.  This seeks to promote sports participation by children, young people and adults, but with a focus on young people.  If you read the full PSA delivery agreement you will note that Sport England has been missed out as a delivery partner (as indeed has the other Home Country Sports Councils).  We have been assured by DCMS that this was a clerical error.  Sport England will help deliver this priority.

Priority 5 – Creation of a world-class system for physical education and sport.  This covers what was the stand alone PE and School Sport target.  Again Sport England will help deliver this priority.

In addition to PSA 22 sport features in two of the other targets:

Sport is highlighted in PSA 12 “Improve the health and wellbeing of children and young people”.  Sport and physical activity clearly have an important role to play in delivering this target.  The target absorbs what was the stand alone obesity target which becomes priority 3 with the PSA. The delivery agreement states – within the section on priority 3 (obesity) that, “Sport England and Youth Sport Trust will develop opportunities to increase participation of children in physical education and school sport”.

Finally sport’s contribution is recognised within PSA 21 “Build more cohesive, empowered and active communities”.  This target has six indicators which will be used to measure success.  The sixth indicator measures “The percentage of people who participate in culture or sport”.  The delivery agreement says that, “DCMS will continue to invest in and work through its NDPBs (including Sport England, Arts Council England, English Heritage, the Museums Libraries and Archives Council) to help create more cohesive and active communities by increasing cultural and sporting opportunities for people of all backgrounds to mix in a safe environment.  The delivery agreement goes on to say that DCMS will, “invest in the essential infrastructure and people, including volunteers, to deliver excellent cultural and sporting opportunities” and “maintain a focus for the department and its partners on narrowing gaps in participation between different groups, working throughout the country to raise the level of activity of these with lower rates of participation”.

Departmental Strategic Objective

Our current adult sports participation (PSA3 from 2004) has not be rolled forward or enshrined within the new set of PSAs.  Instead we understand that it will become a Departmental Strategic Objective.  We will let you have more information on this as soon as we can. 
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