The Conservative Party has this afternoon released a statement criticising the Government’s record on obesity, ahead of the publication of a Government report on obesity which is due to be published tomorrow. 

The Shadow Health Secretary, Andrew Lansley, has called for a “…culture of social responsibility, with individuals working alongside Government and industry on issues including food composition, diet and labelling, exercise referral, community sport, transport infrastructure and planning [to tackle the problem of obesity]”. 
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Culture of social responsibility will help curb growing obesity 
A report on obesity ‘Tackling Obesities: Future Choices’ will be published tomorrow, in which the Government will introduce a new target to cut obesity rates by 2020, escaping accountability for meeting their previous 2010 target.

This highly ambitious target follows missed targets and dire projections of obesity levels. 

Shadow Health Secretary, Andrew Lansley, said:

“Three years after they published a public health White Paper, the Government’s approach remains uncoordinated and limited. Public health budgets have been raided to offset deficits in the NHS and the number of public health professionals has declined.  

“We need a culture of social responsibility, with individuals working alongside Government and industry on issues including food composition, diet and labelling, exercise referral, community sport, transport infrastructure and planning.

“It’s time for the Government to prioritise public health. If they don’t, the human and financial cost on society and the NHS will escalate out of control.”
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