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Dear 
Welcome to the first issue of Sport England Research Bulletin, our new online alert service which will keep you informed of recent and forthcoming research developments. 

This bulletin is part of our continuing commitment to find improved ways to disseminate research findings in formats that are useful to policy makers and practitioners. Our objective is to increase evidence influenced decision-making in sport.

The information in this Bulletin is grouped into research 'themes' which reflect the different types of research Sport England undertakes. The focus of the Bulletin is to keep interested stakeholders up to speed on what is happening in research at Sport England. It provides pointers and links to more detailed information on our web site and where relevant, links to other related research by external agencies.

Tracking Trends
The Active People Survey
Sport England's Active People Survey is the largest ever survey of sport and active recreation in Europe. The first wave of the survey took place in 2005/6 and involved interviewing 363,724 adults (aged 16 plus) in England. This provides us with the unique ability to analyse sports participation at a local level (a minimum of 1,000 people were surveyed in each local authority). 

For more information on the Active People Survey, click here
Using Active People data Sport England has undertaken a modelling exercise which estimates sports participation at middle layer super output area (MSOA). This data enables us to look at variations in participation within a local authority, and the outputs are in map form. To view maps by local authority and County Sport Partnership (CSP) click here.

Accessing survey results: Active People Diagnostic
Detailed survey results are available via Active People Diagnostic, a sophisticated online reporting and analysis tool. The site went live in December 2006 and has over 3,000 registered users from more than 900 different organisations. Active People Diagnostic is a password-protected site with access for registered users only. To register for Active People Diagnostic, visit http://www.webreport.se/apd/login.aspx and fill in an online registration form.

Coming soon: Active People Survey 2
Sport England has recently commissioned Ipsos MORI to undertake the next wave of the Active People Survey (Active People Survey 2). The survey will commence on 15 October 2007 and it is planned that the survey will be run as a continuous annual survey thereafter.

The Taking Part Survey
Commissioned by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport, the Taking Part Survey is a national survey covering all of the cultural sectors (The Arts, English Heritage, Museums, Libraries & Archives, and Sport). The Survey started in July 2005 and is a continuous survey with an annual sample of c.27,000 adults. The sports element of the survey tracks participation in 'active sport', levers and barriers to participation, and other data around volunteering, and spectatorship of sport.

The Taking Part Survey Annual Report was published in May 2007.

Coming soon: Headline results from the Taking Part Child Survey will be published on 25 October 2007. The Children's Survey includes an annual sample of approximately 3,000 11-15 year olds and provides information on the number of days children participated in 60 minutes sport in the last week, and in the last four weeks. 

Evaluating Impact - evidence of what works
Sport England has recently added new section to the research website which covers the evaluation of Sport England funded projects. To view the Project Evaluation section of the website, More info
Sport England has also implemented a new 'three tier evaluation framework' which will establish value for money and benchmarking of performance of all projects. The framework which uses an online interface, going live in Autumn 2007, requires all projects that deliver sport and active recreation to report on a minimum of one and a maximum of five standard Key Performance Indicators (KPIs).

Additionally, within this section of the Sport England website, is the recently published Active England Annual Report 2007, which highlights Active England's impact on participation, provides evidence of good practice and starts to investigate key drivers that are found in exemplar projects. Active England is a £108.5 million programme jointly funded by Sport England and the Big Lottery Fund (formerly the New Opportunities Fund). It aims to increase community participation in sport and physical activity across nine regions in England.

Understanding Participation
Coming soon: Sport England Market Segmentation
Sport England commissioned Experian Business Strategies to create a segmentation model. Using Active People data, The Taking Part Survey data, and other external data sources, they created 19 distinct 'sporting' segments. The segments will help us better understand our market and the barriers and motivations among different segments. Information on the segments is contained within Pen Portraits (see below) which detail the likely characteristics of each segment. Regional case studies have been worked on throughout Aug/Sep 2007 which illustrates how the segmentation data can be used and applied by our partners in a practical way. The segmentation model and all supporting information will be launched in early October 2007 on the Sport England research website.
Mapping the Landscape
The Value of Sport Monitor - the most up-to-date evidence on the impact of sport
In the summer of 2007, new articles were added to the Value of Sport Monitor. The Value of Sport Monitor is an online resource of the most up-to-date reference sources and critical reviews of published research evidence on the contribution of sport to a range of broader outcomes, such as social capacity and cohesion, psychological health and well-being, economic impact and participation. The Value of Sport Monitor is a joint Sport England and UK Sport initiative working in conjunction with Professor Fred Coalter and colleagues at the University of Stirling. Click here to access the Value of Sport Monitor site.

Coming soon: 'The Economic Importance of sport in England and the English regions'. The latest of these annual reports, based on data from 2004 and 2005 will be published at the end of 2007. Sport England established a Collaborating Centre for Sport and the Economy with the Sport Industry Research Centre (SIRC) at Sheffield Hallam University from 2005-2008. As part of this collaboration, SIRC provide reports on the economic value of sport to the regions and to England as a whole. The reports focus on sport-related economic activity, consumer expenditure in sport, and sports-related employment. 
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If you know colleagues or partners who would be interested in receiving this bulletin, please email research@sportengland.org with details.
 


