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Cannock Hockey Club has the country’s
only Olympic standard pitch using special
wet ‘carpet’ which was created in
Kidderminster. CATHY SPENCER reports

Kidderminster has been famous for
carpets since the 18th century but it
could soon be renowned for creating a
carpet perfect for Olympic hockey
players.

Cannock Hockey Club is the first in the
country to have an Olympic-standard
water-based pitch, which was created in
Kidderminster.

“The surface of the pitch is called a carpet
and incredibly it was created at a former

t factory in Kidderminster,” said Ken
Bedford, aged 72, who is president of the
club’s joint ground facility.

“We were the first club in the country to

have one of these revolutionary pitches and
we have just installed a second one.”

The new surface is made up of three
layers, the bottom layer is open textured
asphalt, which allows the water to drain
away, while the middle layer is 12mm thick
granulated rubber shock pads.

The top layer is the carpet, which is made
of polyethylene by Tiger Turf in Kidder-
minster. The new Water Efficient Tiger
Turf - or WETT - only needs a small
amount of watering before each game as the

carpet stays wet throughout each match,
whereas other surfaces need regularly
topping up with large amounts of water.
Jennie Holland, 27, marketing officer for
Tiger Turf based on Ikon Industrial Estate,
Kidderminster, said: “We are in talks with
the Olympic committee for the 2012 Games

Checking out the pitch are, from left, David Linford, Ken Bedford and Ian Macpherson

and they are interested in our new surface.”
Cannock Hockey Club captain James

Fair, who went to the Beijing Olympics with
Team GB, said the latest addition to the club
has made a big difference. The 27-year-old
of Northfield, Birmingham, added: “This is
my 10th season with the club and when 1
first started they just had two sand-based
pitches.
“Water-based pitches are much better
because it is easier to hit the ball further and
the game is faster. At Cannock we have a
fantastic training base for hockey that they
just don’t have anywhere else in the
country. With the pitches we now have at
Cannock I'm sure there will be a number of
people on the GB team from this area.”

The new wet pitches in Cannock are
developed to global standard so the surface
stays the same whatever the weather.

Ian Macpherson, 64, secretary of the
hockey club, and president David Linford,
74, say they decided last August they needed
a second pitch.

Competition

“Last year we had an offer of a grant from
England Hockey and Sport England for
more than £169,000,” Ian said. “There was
also another grant of £62,500 and with con-
tributions from members we were able to
afford a new pitch. It cost £300,000 to install
but there is just no competition between a
sand pitch and a wet one.” :

David added: “Now we have two pitches
we’ve been chosen as a training base for the
2012 Olympics.” Ken said fencing for the
two water-based pitches is made by Zaun in
Wolverhampton and is strong enough to
repel a hockey ball while giving spectators a
good view of the game.

“ I have no doubt that Great Britain will
do some training here in Cannock,” he said.





