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West Midlands Cultural Olympiad Opens

September saw the launch of the Cultural Olympiad, a national four-year celebration of creativity that will place culture at the heart of the Olympic and Paralympic Games. In the West Midlands, over 40 events took place with the main regional launch event taking place in Ironbridge on Friday 26 September. 

Read the blog from 2012 Creative Programmer, Paul Kaynes, for a full account of activities over this busy weekend;

http://www.london2012.com/blog/2008/09/30/the-cultural-olympiad-comes-alive-in-the-west-midlands.php 

Full details of how to get involved in the Cultural Olympiad in the West Midlands and details of how to sign up to the West Midlands 2012 newsletter can be found at; http://www.culturewm.org.uk/culturalOlympiad/furtherInfo.jsp 



West Midlands schools celebrate Paralympic Handover and Get Set for 2012

On 17 September, the Paralympic Flag was handed from the Mayor of Beijing to the Mayor of London which kick-started a nationwide celebration of the Paralympic Handover led by schools and colleges across the country. Over 200 schools in the West Midlands officially registered to take part in the celebrations. 

The following day also say the launch of the Get Set website packed full of great resources for schools and colleges around the theme oft the Olympic and Paralympic Games.

http://getset.london2012.com/home 



Living Well West Midlands to hold their first conference

Living Well West Midlands, a BIG Lottery funded initiative, will be holding its first Annual Conference at the Botanical Gardens in Birmingham on Monday 17 November. The conference will focus on emerging case studies from the first year of the portfolio and concentrate on the projects key themes; mental well-being, physical activity and healthy eating. The conference is open to regional leaders from the health sector including PCT’s and local authorities and representatives from all of the 29 portfolio projects. Through roundtable discussions and workshops guests will be invited to contribute their views and suggest priorities to be taken forward over the next 12 months. 

www.livingwellwestmidlands.org


BBC Sports unsung heroes 2008 award

This year’s BBC Sports Personality of the Year programme includes the BBC Sports Unsung Hero 2008 award. This award ceremony is an opportunity to recognise the dedicated, and often voluntary, work of people who give their time, effort and talent to encourage others to excel in grassroots sport. The BBC is keen to attract nominations from a broad range of sports as possible, highlighting the sheer volume of work that goes on within communities as the journey towards 2012 begins. 

Nominations for the 2008 BBC Sports Unsung Hero Award can be made at www.bbc.co.uk/sportsunsunghero  The closing date is Friday 31 October.  



9 October: Passion for Excellence- Cultural Services Improvement Seminar

On 9 October, Culture West Midlands will be holding a seminar in Birmingham, based on developing plans for service improvement for culture and sport. The event is aimed at local government officers and elected members involved with cultural services, partner organisations which are helping to deliver services, improvement specialists and anyone with an interest in developing the contribution of culture and sport to Local Area Agreement targets.  

For further information, please contact wmcultureenquiries@culturewm.org.uk  



A Guide to Creating Successful Play Spaces

Guidance has been published to support good practice in the development and improvement of public play space. It sets out guiding principles, suggests approaches and aims to inspire innovative and creative ideas. This guide is, primarily, for commissioners and designers of children’s play areas. This programme, integral to the Government’s new national play strategy, has allocated an average of £1.1m to every top tier local authority in England and the Department ‘expects play builders to demonstrate best practice in innovative design and production of play sites and to be mindful of this guidance when undertaking their capital investment’.
http://publications.everychildmatters.gov.uk/ 



How the Arts Can Support the Regeneration of Brownfield Land

RegenWM is hosting a seminar on 25 September 2008 at The Tower Ballroom in Birmingham. This will explore how the Arts can be involved in the re-use of previously developed land as part of the design process and as a form of community engagement and development.

The Arts Council is inviting a range of exciting speakers to present inspiring examples of good practice, from the local to the international. These will showcase the contribution the Arts can make to regeneration outcomes.

Visit http://www.regenwm.org/events/event_details.asp?eid=519 



Grants for the Arts Roadshow- 26 November 2008

Arts Council provide Grants for the Arts for activities that benefit people in England. You can apply for funding for a range of arts-related activities including projects and events, commissions and productions, research and professional development. To find out more about the opportunities sign up for a place at the roadshow. This event will take place at the Courtyard in Hereford. 

For a place contact Lisa Griffiths on 0121 631 5737 or Louisa.griffiths@artscouncil.org.uk 



An Historic Summer for Film Production in the West Midlands

The West Midlands has seen an unprecedented number of new feature films being shot in the region this summer, all of which have been supported by Screen WM through its Film and Media Production Fund and Locations Service. This highlights why the region is such a creative, dynamic and diverse location for film companies. Four of the films have been co-financed by regional screen agency Screen WM (Nativity, Souled Out, 1 Day, Tormented) through its Film & Media Production Fund. The fund is committed to building a sustainable screen media economy in the West Midlands and has invested over £1.2 million in the four films. Screen WM has also helped to ensure that the film productions employ local crew with over 75% of the crew on 1 Day hailing from our region including four heads of department, as well as helping to source filming locations for each film across the West Midlands. 

www.screenwm.co.uk 



Inclusive Fitness Initiative Awards 2008- 10 December 2008

The IFI is hosting an awards evening at the ICC in Birmingham, recognising the achievements of IFI Mark accredited facilities in developing inclusive physical activity for disabled people. Michael McGrath is the after dinner speaker, the only disabled person to have ever reached both the South and North poles. 

For tickets call 0114 257 2060 or visit http://www.inclusivefitness.org/inclusive-fitness-initiative/inclusive-fitness-awards-2008/ 



Birmingham City University Events

 On 10th – 12th October 2008, Birmingham City University are working in collaboration with Grand Designs Live at the NEC in Birmingham to promote My Grrreen Shed. My Grrreen Shed will empower people to reconsider the classic garden shed as a sustainable, environmentally friendly structure. To register for Grand Design Live and create your own shed visit www.granddesignslive.com.  



Living Places

Living places is a programme based on the agreement between 5 of the leading cultural agencies: Arts Council England, the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE), English Heritage, the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) and Sport England. The aim of living places is to ensure that all communities, particularly those experiencing housing-led growth and regeneration, can benefit from cultural and sporting opportunities. By working together, the partners will ensure that culture is embedded in the development of our villages, towns and cities.

www.living-places.org.uk.



Launch of the Rural Enterprise Grant

The Rural Enterprise Grant (REG) is a capital grants programme available to farmers and specific rural micro-businesses in the West Midlands region. The REG can fund small scale diversification and business development projects for the benefit of rural businesses. Funds are available for eligible applicants for investments in Food and Drink and Tourism related activities. The Rural Enterprise Grant (REG) will be administered by Herefordshire Council.

Details on the Rural Enterprise Grant are now available to view on the Advantage West Midlands website.
For more information contact Herefordshire Council at dmc@herefordshire.gov.uk or ccattle@herefordshire.gov.uk  



A million free theatre tickets to young people

A new scheme to encourage young people to experience live theatre was unveiled in September by Culture Secretary Andy Burnham.  A £2.5 million programme – funded by Arts Council England, who will manage the scheme – will be focused on some 95 venues all over England.  Each will offer a proportion of the tickets for arts productions on the same night every week – free – to anyone under 26 years old. The scheme will start in February 2009 with an initial goal of providing a million free tickets by March 2011. 

http://www.culture.gov.uk/reference_library/media_releases/5479.aspx 
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