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For immediate release: Monday 13 October 2008

LOTTERY HELPS STAFFORDSHIRE 

GROUP SPRUCE UP GREEN SPACE 

A community group will help put Leek’s Brough Park firmly back on the map with the aid of an Awards for All grant. The project is one of two in the Staffordshire Moorlands and 66 in the West Midlands totalling £494,051 in the latest round of awards. 
Friends of Brough Park will use the £9,775 grant to stage an ambitious programme of community events in spring and summer 2009. The group hope the programme will encourage visitors back to the 19th-century park, which has fallen from public favour since its heyday and has become a target for vandalism. Leek residents will get the chance to take part in music concerts, environmental projects and tree planting with a view to giving the community a renewed sense of ownership of the once-grand green space.

Angela Phipps, Treasurer, said: “The park was given to the people of Leek at the beginning of the last century and was once very, very popular, but now there are few people that use it and some locals don’t even know it’s there. Our aim is to get people visiting it again and to reintroduce a sense of safety for people of all generations. As far as possible, all the events we’re arranging will let the community feel a part of the park and the direction it’s taking, and to feel responsible for its future. We hope as many visitors as possible learn what a wonderful place this is and make it somewhere they come often.”

Planned events for spring and summer 2009 include: a memorial tree planting for people associated with the park including a chance for the community to nominate the individuals to be commemorated; a flower bed design scheme which will encourage local schools to come up with original plans and to take part in the planting; a family biodiversity day at which people can learn all about the park’s ecosystem and how to do their part for the environment; and free music events in the recently refurbished bandstand. 

Also on the ball with Lottery funding is Hollybush Bowling Club, who receive £2,040 to make improvements to its green and clubhouse to help attract young and disabled members. The 40-year old club features 67 active bowlers and plays in friendly and competitive fixtures with other local teams but wants to safeguard its long-term future.
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Dennis Dale, Treasurer, said: “I used to be a professional footballer for Stoke City but I took up bowling 18 years ago and I’ve never looked back. Bowling is lovely; you meet lots of people, get out into the fresh air and take part in a really satisfying sporting pastime. It’s great that we have 67 members but you can count the number of people under 30 on one hand. We feel it’s important to get younger players on board and to provide facilities so people with disabilities can join in too.” 

Awards for All is the small grants scheme administered by the Big Lottery Fund on behalf of Lottery good cause funders, Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England. The scheme makes awards of between £300 and £10,000 to grass roots community groups and voluntary organizations.

John Taylor, Big Lottery Fund Head of the West Midlands region, said on behalf of the Awards for All funders: “Brough Park can be a popular spot once more through the tireless work of Friends of Brough Park. All too often, once-cherished public spaces fade from view and it’s important that groups such as this keep them in the public eye as a means of promoting community cohesion and interaction. They are one of 66 terrific groups sharing Lottery funding worth £494,051 this month.”

For a full list of award recipients visit: http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/news.html


Further Information:

For more information on the project, please contact Tracey Gordon on 07813 855 695 on tgordon@paratuscommunications.com 

For more information on Awards for All grants in the West Midlands region, please contact:
Awards for All Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of Hours Contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Awards for All grant awards are available at:

www.awardsforall.org.uk
Notes to Editors 

Awards for All England is a joint Lottery grants programme supported by Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England.                         

Ends//

Issued 13.10.08

AFA 08-10-30



