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Strict embargo: 00.01 Wednesday 8 October 2008

LOTTERY ROLLS PLAY ONTO 

NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME STREETS
A new project in Newcastle-Under-Lyme will be bringing sports and games to children on streets, shopping areas and open spaces, following a grant from the Big Lottery Fund announced today. 

The award of £205,641 comes from BIG’s Playful Ideas programme which is funding new play projects across England that provide free access to innovative and creative play.

The Play Activators project run by Newcastle & North Staffordshire Play Council will see two teams of play workers coming to locations across the borough with a minibus full of sports and arts equipment.  It will offer fun and creative activities to youngsters in places where they are known to gather, including on streets and around shopping areas.  This innovative approach of meeting children and young people where they are and encouraging creative and sports activities in an informal setting, hopes to benefit many children and young people as well as their communities and local areas.  

Mrs Thelma Twigg MBE, Principal Officer, Newcastle & North Staffs Play Council, said: "We are thrilled to receive a grant of £205,461.00 from the Big Lottery Fund’s Playful Ideas.  This will mean that anytime, anywhere, our Play Activators will be there, with a mini bus full of FUN activities for children and young people to enjoy and it's all FREE.”

Newcastle & North Staffordshire Play Council will work together with schools and involve local communities in the delivery of the project and hopes to benefit almost 8,000 children and young people over three years.  

John Taylor, Big Lottery Fund Head of Region for the West Midlands, said: “This Playful Ideas grant will make a real difference to the lives of children in Newcastle-Under-Lyme. The innovative approach of Play Activators will help to engage and build positive relationships with children and young people, not only benefiting them but also their local communities.  Through sport and creative arts children will develop new talents, improve their social skills and build their confidence.” 
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Big Lottery Fund Press Office: 020 7211 1888

Out of hours contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Big Lottery Fund programmes and grant awards are available on the website: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk


Notes to Editors 

· The Big Lottery Fund will support children’s play with £155 million through:

· the £124 million Children’s Play programme, with funds available to every local authority area in England;

· a separate £16 million Playful Ideas programme focussing on innovation; 

· and a £15 million grant to the Children’s Play Council, part of the National Children’s Bureau, to fund England-wide development and support.

· Under the Children’s Play programme, in deciding how best to allocate the available funds to each authority the Big Lottery Fund have allocated: 50 per cent of the funding on the basis of child population, and 50 per cent of the regional population living in the most deprived 20% of Super Output Areas included in the Index of Multiple Deprivation 2004. The minimum amount allocated to any local authority is £200,000.
· Under Playful Ideas registered charities; voluntary or community groups; charitable or not-for-profit companies; social enterprises; and town and parish councils can apply. However, other organisations, such as schools, can work in partnership on Playful Ideas projects.
· The Big Lottery Fund awarded a grant to the Children’s Play Council a strategic alliance of organisations working to promote the importance of play and to stimulate better play opportunities. Play England - a project of the Children’s Play Council - lead on this work by helping agencies to develop play strategies and apply for Children's Play funding. For further information please visit www.ncb.org.uk
· The Big Lottery Fund (BIG), the largest distributor of National Lottery good cause funding, is responsible for giving out half the money raised for good causes by the National Lottery. 
· BIG is committed to bringing real improvements to communities and the lives of people most in need and has been rolling out grants to health, education, environment and charitable causes across the UK since June 2004. The Fund was formally established by Parliament on 1 December 2006. 

· Since the National Lottery began in 1994, 28p from every pound spent by the public has gone to good causes. As a result, more than £22 billion has now been raised and more than 290,000 grants awarded across arts, sport, heritage, charities, health, education and the environment
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