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How will the 2012 Games impact on Lottery-funded organisations and initiatives in London?

With many organisations expressing concern about the diversion of Lottery funding to help pay for the 2012 Games, the London Assembly has launched an investigation to find out just what this diversion might mean for the capital, and how Lottery distributors are planning to handle the loss in funding.

London has received significant Lottery funding in the past – more than £4 billion of the total £18 billion raised since the Lottery began in 1995, in almost 30,000 grants. 

The original public sector funding package for the 2012 Games provided for a contribution from the Lottery of £1.5 billion1; in March 2007 this rose by an additional £675 million to £2.2 billion2.  This increased contribution represents 20 per cent of Lottery proceeds due to go to good causes from 2005-2012/133.

Chair of the London Assembly’s Economic Development, Culture, Sport and Tourism Committee, Dee Doocey AM said:

“We welcome the many opportunities the Olympics will bring, but we also want to make sure organisations in London continue to receive their fair share of Lottery funding, and that any cuts are applied transparently.

“Now that Lottery distributors have been asked to contribute more to the Games than they originally expected to, we want to look at how this might impact on good causes in the capital that depend on this funding, including the arts, film, heritage, culture and sport.

“The Big Lottery Fund alone is facing a cutback in its funding of £638.1 million – and that’s just one of 14 Lottery distributors.  We intend to find out exactly what London stands to lose – and how the impact can be minimised.”

The Committee will map the potential impact on London on a borough-by-borough basis.  Key stakeholders including the Mayor of London, Lottery distributors, London boroughs, campaigning groups and Lottery-funded institutions and umbrella organisations will be consulted.

The Committee expects to publish its findings early next year.

Notes to Editors
1. The £1.5 billion was made up of £750 million from Olympics-related lottery games, £340 million from the Sports Lottery Fund, £410 million from mainstream National Lottery Games from 2009, shared according to existing lottery shares. 
2. This is made up of £425 million from the Big Lottery Fund and £250 million from other good causes.
3. Tessa Jowell’s statement on the revised budget for 2012 Games, 15 March 2007.
4. The Committee is keen to hear from Lottery-funded organisations in London on this issue.  For more information or to submit views online visit:  http://www.london.gov.uk/assembly/scrutiny/econ_cst-lottery.jsp
5. As well as investigating issues that matter to Londoners, the London Assembly acts as a check and a balance on the Mayor.

For more details please contact Dana Gavin in the Assembly Media Office on 020 7983 4603/4283.  For out of hours media enquiries please call 0207 983 4000 and ask for the Assembly duty press officer.  Non-media enquiries should be directed to the Public Liaison Unit, Greater London Authority, on 020 7983 4100.

