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Sport England’s West Midlands Regional Sports Board (RSB) has great pleasure in announcing that the following awards have been made from the Community Investment Fund (CIF) over the last few weeks:
Staffordshire Rugby Development Partnership – awarded £31,460 towards the costs of a project to develop women's rugby in Staffordshire. The award will support a two year senior women's rugby programme to be developed through funding a part time women’s rugby coach. The coach will work with key rugby clubs to help them set up women’s rugby sections, as well as support existing sections to recruit more female players. The estimated contribution to an increase in people to taking part in sport in the region from this project is 250 women and girls from the Staffordshire area.
Trentham Water Sports Association (TWA) – awarded £ £48,000 towards a project costing £441,998 to  build a new club house with changing rooms and storage for canoeing and rowing at Trentham lakes in Stoke. The new facility will replace an existing building which is run down and due to be demolished as part of a redevelopment of the surrounding area.  The club aims to expand the take up of both canoeing and rowing from all members of the local community including women/girls, older people and disabled people. The estimated contribution to an increase in people to taking part in sport in the region from this project is 328 more people from the Stoke on Trent area taking up rowing and canoeing.

West Midlands Amateur Swimming Association - awarded £21,750 towards a project to improve the access, provision and support for disabled swimmers in the West Midlands. This project has many elements and the development work to achieve the key aims will be carried out through the appointment of a key person who will drive the project forward. Importantly it will find out the numbers of disabled young people attending special schools in the region who wish to take up swimming as a regular activity. The estimated contribution to an increase in people to taking part in sport in the region from this project is 60 disabled new swimmers.
The projects as indicated will all contribute to achieving an increase in the take up of sport in the region. They have each demonstrated in their applications to Sport England that through the provision of either new facilities or coaching and development work they will be able increase the take up of sport in the West Midlands. They will also help us to reach our target of getting an additional 195,960 people in the West Midlands taking part in 3 sessions of 30 minutes (3 x 30) of sport or active recreation each week by 2012.
Rauf Mirza, Chair, West Midlands Regional Sports Board, on announcing the awards said,

“The three very different projects receiving awards this month demonstrate how we have to use the Community Investment Fund in a variety of ways to achieve our aim of increasing the number of people taking part in sport. It is not sufficient to just keep building new facilities, we have to provide the mechanisms to support groups and provide the pathways for people to get involved in sport especially for our priority groups. Through these projects we will give access to sport to people from our priority groups”.
William Leason, Chair, Staffordshire Rugby Development Partnership, said,
“Were it not for awards like this we couldn’t develop women’s rugby in the community. It is excellent to receive this award from Sport England to move the women’s game forward in Staffordshire. “
Ken Walters, chairman, Trentham Water Sports Association (TWA), said,
“The support of Sport England, through the Lottery CIF award, means that the planned new boathouse building can now be enhanced to provide a full facility for our participants, including changing areas, a land training room, a meeting room and enhanced water access facilities”.
Debbie Dean, Regional Development Manager, West Midlands Amateur Swimming Association, said,
“This is great news for West Midlands’ swimming and will make a real difference to disability swimming in the region”.
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For more information please contact Jenny Warner, Communication & Knowledge Manager, Sport England on 020 7273 1786 or email jenny.warner@sportnegland.org 

For each project:

Staffordshire Rugby Development Partnership – William Leason Tel: 01543 472265
Trentham Water Sports Association – Ken Walters, Chairman TWA Tel: 01782 658378 and M: 07801 773450
West Midlands Amateur Swimming Association – Debbie Deane Tel: 01527 517508

Notes to Editors:

1. Sport England exists to sustain and increase participation in community sport. It is a non-departmental public body and Lottery distributor. Our ambition is to get two million people participating more in sport by 2012. We do this by promoting, advising and investing in community sport. 
2. Sport England has nine Regional Sports Boards (RSBs), each made up of experts from areas such as business, local government, sport, health and education. The RSBs provide the strategic lead for sport in their regions and distribute investment for grassroots sport. 


3. The Community Investment Fund (CIF) is the community element of the Sport England Lottery Fund and is delivered through the Regional Sport Boards and Sport England in the regions.
4. Sport England has invested more than £2.2bn of Lottery funds into sport across England (since 1994) and more than £550 million from the Exchequer.

5. Sport England’ priority groups include: women/girls, older people, black minority ethnic and people on low incomes.   
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