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For Immediate Release: Monday 15 September 2008

DUDLEY YOUTHS TAKE THE LEAD 

WITH LOTTERY FUNDING
Disaffected young people will get the chance to get back on track and learn leadership with the help of a grant from Awards for All. The project is one of five in Dudley and 75 in the West Midlands sharing grants worth £511,994 in the latest round of awards announced today.

The Hawbush Community Project receives £8,650 to help young people from the Hawbush Estate near Brierley Hill rediscover a sense of purpose and social inclusion through the ‘Hands Up’ project. According to Government figures the area experiences a high measure of deprivation and there are few chances for children to get access to education and skills. To help turn the tide, Hands Up will encourage between 20 and 40 local kids to volunteer their services for the benefit of the community at the same time as being asked to lead projects and be decision makers.

Simon Ashby, Hawbush Community Project Manager, said: “The onus is on the kids to lead and take responsibility because we want to transform their lives and help to make a real, long-lasting change. We asked ourselves how we could get them more involved and it occurred to us that asking them to lead from the front was a great way of encouraging participation. Each of the kids will have to be involved in three modules – one in social action such as litter picking or gardening, another in leadership where they volunteer to take charge of groups or evenings at local youth clubs, and another in skills development where we work with them to form a Hawbush Youth Council and help them organise group activities.

“Above all kids of 12 and 13 will learn how to become decision makers and how to help make the community better through social responsibility and mentoring. And it’s not just the group of kids we work with who will benefit but the community as a whole as we work to make a difference to the estate around them. We absolutely hope this project is a major success and that it proves to be a platform for long-term, positive change across the area.”

Another Dudley initiative in the money is Hagley Art Club, which receives £2,210 to buy visual aid technology for its 100 members, many of whom are elderly or visually impaired. With a new camera system safely in place the entire membership can look forward to learning the nuances of everything from landscape painting to portraiture.
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Hazel Gillard, Exhibitions Organiser, said: “This will affect so many people and will be so very special for our members to see demonstrations from professionals. We will be able to fit a small camera to the easel and project the image onto a large screen, meaning members who have a visual impairment can observe every brush, colour and technique and learn the skills for themselves.”

Other projects receiving grants in Dudley are Access In Dudley, given £6,149 to improve communications for disabled people, The Warehouse (Dudley Drug Project), granted £4,404 to offer free crèche facilities to young women with access to advice and counselling, and Coseley Women's Resource Unit, which receives £5,000 to organise a series of visits and workshops for girls aged 13-18.

Awards for All is the small grants scheme administered by the Big Lottery Fund on behalf of Lottery good cause funders, Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England. The scheme makes awards of between £300 and £10,000 to grass-roots community groups and voluntary organisations.
John Taylor, Big Lottery Fund Head of Region the West Midlands, said on behalf of the Awards for All funders: “It’s great to see a youth group approaching the issue of youth culture in a new way, and in a manner that seeks to help young people learn to be responsible and to have a sense of making their own way. It’s a fantastic project to support and one of 75 remarkable West Midlands’ projects sharing in half a million pounds of Lottery funding this month.”

For a full list of award recipients visit: http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/news.html


Further Information:

For more information on the projects, please contact Tracey Gordon on 07813 855 695 or tgordon@paratuscommunications.com 

For more information on Awards for All grants in the West Midlands region, please contact:
Awards for All Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of Hours Contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Awards for All grant awards are available at:

www.awardsforall.org.uk
Notes to Editors 
· Awards for All England is a joint Lottery grants programme supported by Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England.
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