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For Immediate Release: Monday 15 September 2008

LOTTERY GRANT HELPS SANDWELL SPRUCE UP DARTMOUTH PARK
A volunteer group will put Dartmouth Park back on the map with assistance from a £5,470 Awards for All grant. The project is one of six in Sandwell and 75 in the West Midlands sharing grants worth £511,994 in the latest round of awards announced today.

Friends of Dartmouth Park will use the £5,470 sum to help attract visitors back to the once grand public park. The green space celebrates its 130th anniversary this year but has fallen into disrepair over the last thirty years, with facilities vandalised and a cafeteria and boathouse both lost to fire. The group will collect an oral and pictorial history of the park with a view to creating a permanent display for visitors and will also run special ‘restoration health walks’ around the grounds.

Annette Welch, Treasurer, said: “We are gradually trying to restore Dartmouth Park to its former glory and will build a pavilion where we can show off the history we collect. 130 years ago the park was donated by the then Earl of Dartmouth to the public in what was a poor industrialised area. It was hoped the land would afford these hard-working communities somewhere to spend their hard-earned leisure time and indeed there were 40,000 people in attendance for its grand opening in the 1880s.

“It had always been well maintained until three decades ago and in a relatively short period of time we ended up with a park with no facilities and no park keeper. The local authorities recently consulted with local people and found that they wanted these facilities replaced and to feel that the park was safe once more. Our hope is that this history project will really engage the community, and that people will come to see it on display here. We will also tour all that we’ve collected and part of this funding will go towards buying equipment that lets us show all the reminiscences, photos and stories to schools, community groups and local history groups. In time, we look forward to Dartmouth Park once again being as popular as it always was.”

Wagging their tails after funding good news is The Staffordshire Bull Terrier Exhibitions Group, given £4,635 to create a permanent heritage centre celebrating the history of the dog that famously evolved in the Black Country. Locals campaigned long and hard for the breed to be recognised by the Kennel Club during the 1920s, and were eventually successful in 1935.
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Robert Evans, Secretary, said: “The Staffordshire Bull Terrier is a loveable rogue of a dog and we want to celebrate the history of the breed and educate the public. Our permanent heritage base will now be on the site of the old Post Office in Wednesbury and visitors will find all sorts of memorabilia, photos, films and even trophies from the Staffordshire Bull Terrier Club, the oldest such group in the world. We ran four exhibitions recently and people were queuing right round the corner, so we know there will be plenty of interest.”

Other projects receiving grants today are Wednesbury Society of Arts Music Club, who receives £700 to help publicise the group’s concerts, Confederation of Bangladeshi Organisations, awarded £4,950 to run skills courses for the community, The Cape Hill Luncheon Club, which will spend £8,452 on attracting new members, and Congolese Students Club of the Midlands, granted £7,325 to run workshops identifying areas of need in the community.

Awards for All is the small grants scheme administered by the Big Lottery Fund on behalf of Lottery good cause funders, Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England. The scheme makes awards of between £300 and £10,000 to grass-roots community groups and voluntary organisations.
John Taylor, Big Lottery Fund Head of Region the West Midlands, said on behalf of the Awards for All funders: “It’s tremendous that Dartmouth Park is undergoing regeneration and has a chance once again to be a focal point of the community around it. It is one of 75 terrific projects sharing in well over half a million pounds of funding in this month’s round of Lottery awards.”

For a full list of award recipients visit: http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/news.html


Further Information:
For more information on the projects, please contact Tracey Gordon on 07813 855 695 or tgordon@paratuscommunications.com 

For more information on Awards for All grants in the West Midlands region, please contact:
Awards for All Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of Hours Contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Awards for All grant awards are available at:

www.awardsforall.org.uk
Notes to Editors 
· Awards for All England is a joint Lottery grants programme supported by Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England.
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