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For Immediate Release: Monday 15 September 2008

LOTTERY SERVES UP FUNDING FOR 

WORCESTER TENNIS GROUP
A tennis club is to try to unearth the next Andy Murray with the help of a £9,923 grant from the Lottery’s Awards for All programme. 

The project is one of four in Worcester and 75 in the West Midlands sharing grants worth £511,994 in the latest round of awards announced today.

Worcestershire Lawn Tennis Club will use the grant to provide tennis sessions and festivals for local schools and could work with as many as one thousand children in the process. The outreach project hopes to introduce the sport to as many young people as possible and to develop talent that might one day go on to represent the nation. Starting in September, the club will run 12-week courses teaching tennis basics and will later host a special open day designed to attract new members into its junior side.

Tina Muller, Schools Outreach Co-ordinator and Club Coach, said: “Britain now has Andy Murray in the men’s Top-10 and Anne Keothavong in the women’s Top-100 of tennis, but there is so much talent out there that we’d like to encourage. We want to give as many kids as possible the chance to try a sport they might not have played before and to think about tennis as something anybody can do, rather than an elitist past-time only available to a privileged few.

“There’s also a fitness and social side and we want to encourage children’s families to join in too. The festivals will be open to all and will be a great way for young people to take part in fun competition against each other and to win prizes in skills games or to take advantage of more coaching. We want kids to enjoy tennis and to have the chance to take part in competitive matches that will give them a chance to develop and reach their full potential.”

Also awarded Lottery funding today is 25th Worcester Guides (St Martins), who receive £4,254 to buy new camping equipment for outdoor trips and to help with an advertising campaign to recruit new leaders.
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Caroline Hallam, Guider, said: “Our 36 members benefit so much from camping trips because they are character and confidence building and they learn to think in terms of the good of the group. So many parents find that after their kids have been camping they return happy to help around the house and with a new sense of independence, not to mention Ray Mears-type survival skills. This funding is great because lots of our previous equipment was 40 years old – now we can organise more weekend trips and get more girls discovering new skills in the great outdoors.”

Other projects receiving grants are The Friends of Cripplegate Park, awarded £5,000 to help local young people record a DVD of their opinions on the park, and Rushwick Village Hall, granted £10,000 to refurbish its kitchen.

Awards for All is the small grants scheme administered by the Big Lottery Fund on behalf of Lottery good cause funders, Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England. The scheme makes awards of between £300 and £10,000 to grass-roots community groups and voluntary organisations.
John Taylor, Big Lottery Fund Head of Region the West Midlands, said on behalf of the Awards for All funders: “Worcestershire Tennis Club and 25th Worcester Guides (St Martins) are two groups dedicated to helping young people reach their potential by encouraging them to explore new activities and ideas. It’s so important that children get those sorts of opportunities and they are two of 75 groups sharing in £511,994 of Lottery awards in this round.”

For a full list of award recipients visit: http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/england/news.html


Further Information:

For more information on the projects, please contact Tracey Gordon on 07813 855 695 or tgordon@paratuscommunications.com 

For more information on Awards for All grants in the West Midlands region, please contact:
Awards for All Press Office: 020 7211 1888     

Out of Hours Contact: 07867 500 572

Public Enquiries Line: 08454 102030                           Textphone:  0845 6021 659

Full details of the Awards for All grant awards are available at:

www.awardsforall.org.uk
Notes to Editors 

· Awards for All England is a joint Lottery grants programme supported by Arts Council England, Big Lottery Fund, Heritage Lottery Fund and Sport England.
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