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	1. Purpose of Report

	To agree the County Disability Sport & Activity Strategy for disabled children, young people and their families. To provide board members with information on the work completed by the Aiming High Disability Sport & Physical Activity Officer.




	2. Recommendation(s)

	To agree the County Disability Sport & Activity Strategy for disabled children, young people and their families      




	3. Executive Summary

	The Plan has been produced to support the development of sport for disabled children and young people in Staffordshire, and is part of the Aiming High programme in the county covered by Staffordshire County Council boundaries.

The strategy has three main aims:

1. To promote and help develop an environment in Staffordshire where disability sport and activities for disabled children and young people can flourish

2. To contribute to the development of disability sport and activities as part of the Aiming High for disabled children, young people and their families programme in the county.

3. To increase the amount of good quality opportunities through appropriately educated clubs and workforce.
This Plan has supported The Aiming High Disability Sport & Physical Activity Officer to structure the role and set clear objectives and outcomes


	4. Report

	The County Disability Sport & Activity Strategy 

The strategy focuses on 5 key objectives, which have been chosen to ensure we can maximise development within the county. The 5 objectives are:

2.1 
Growing a sustainable structure for disability sport

2.2 
Awareness Raising and Information

2.3 
Raising Standards and Providing Support

2.4 
Creating a Skilled and Knowledgeable Workforce

2.5 
Promoting Inclusion and Take Up
Each of these key objectives is broken down into more detail within the document. (appendix 1)
The Aiming High Disability Sport & Physical Activity Officer 

The AHDSPA Officer has been externally funded through Aiming High with a contribution from SASSOT. The role has six clear objectives, progress against each is delivered below:

Providing appropriate information to parents

Parents and disabled athletes have made it clear that they don’t know what is out there for them to access. To address this several things have been implemented. These include:

· Improvements to www.sportacrossstaffordshire.co.uk/DisabilitySport to provide a range of information about Disability Sport, Equipment, Access, resources etc.

· Disabilit-e News is a regular publication, which is produced twice a month to provide subscribers with the latest information about what is happening with in the world of Disability sport and Physical Activity. 

· Disability Sport Directory has been produced to enable people to identify potential accessible clubs that they can engage with. It has been created in a way that will allow for individual pages to be updated without the need to reprint the whole document.

· Staffordshire Parent Partnership E-Forum has been set up to let parents discuss issues with each other. Professionals can sign up and as a result it has been used to support several families in engaging with activities. Regular viewing of this site has enabled us to signpost parent in the appropriate direction and can also be used to market our activities.

· Staffordshire Umbrella Network. This is similar to the E-forum but actually has a regular meeting so parents who attend can meet and discus issues together. By being involved with these meetings it has enabled a greater level of interaction with parents to provide the support and guidance they need.

Working with partners to develop new opportunities

The sustainability of the work that is completed over the duration of the post is essential. If there is no further funding available there needs to be a support structure in place that can maintain some core areas of work. The main focus to support this is the development of Disability Sport Forums within each Local Authority. With these set up there will be representatives from Local Authority, School Sports Partnerships, Local Clubs and volunteers with a focus of developing disability sport within their Borough. Once all of these are established there can be a Countywide meeting to bring all of the areas together to share good practise.

Currently there were 2 Disability Sport Forum Groups established before this role:

· Cannock

· East Staffordshire

Since this role has been in post there has been development or redevelopment of:

· Stafford

· Staffordshire Moorlands

· Newcastle (Had run since 2005 but lost focus)

A Sport Survey has also been completed to find out what clubs can offer around disability provision. We have had 27 responses so far and have now looked to expand on this using the NGB’s.

Provide a sustainable supply of clubs

The English Federation of Disability Sport have developed a version of Clubmark to support disability clubs that either don’t have an established NGB or are a multi sport club. There is currently one club within Staffordshire that is in a position to start working towards Clubmark, Stafford Special Olympics. North Staffs Special Olympics have also expressed an interest but are not in a position to start this until at least Jan 2011.

EFDS have also developed and Inclusive Health Check, which clubs can complete to see how accessible they are. There is currently no incentive to do this except to get a better understanding of your club and set goals to improve. I have looked to develop this check further and create a grading criteria so that some kind of award or standard can be created. This would give clubs a purpose to complete the form and will give potential disabled members an understanding of how accessible a club is. SASSOT have suggested this to EFDS and they are keen to initiate a pilot with us to develop this. This could then be rolled out to form a nationally recognised award.

Development & provision of Multi Sport Clubs

Each of the School Sports Partnerships have a requirement to set up a disability multi sport club as part of the Playground to Podium initiative.  The success of this so far has been very limited with Staffordshire Moorlands having to cancel their planned sessions due to low numbers. Burntwood & Lichfield are starting a club after half term following my networking with the charity Wolverhampton Rhinos who have a constantly expanding community programme. 

Following a meeting with PDM’s it has been decided that the Senior Competition Manager will develop competition opportunities and SSP’s will identify disabled children from mainstream schools to form a disability team. This team will train regularly and become the starting block for a continuing club. 

Establishment of education and training programme

The Aiming High Workforce bid has enabled Sport Across Staffordshire & Stoke-on-Trent to develop a clear pathway that allows for development of coaches, volunteers, support staff, parents etc. 

The structure will incorporate existing courses but will allow for the development and introduction of newly created courses. The pathway has been split into three clear levels. These levels give the participants an understanding of what level the courses is structured at.

The Generic courses are a great introduction to disability sport and give you an overview and understanding of some of the considerations to think about when working with disabled people.

The Focused courses look at a type of impairment and look at some of the disabilities within each section. These courses go more in depth and these courses are designed for people who have attended the Generic courses or are already working with disabled participants.

The Specific Courses are totally focused on one particular disability. These courses will go in to detail about a specific disability and the considerations and issues around sport with that particular disability. These courses are designed for people who are already working with a specific disability or wish to work with a particular disability and have attended the Generic and Focused courses.

There are 4 full day courses and 4 evening courses, which start at the end of October and run through till March. The uptake of these has been positive with two of the courses being fully booked already.
The Right club: At the right time: In the right place

SASSOT received funding from Aiming High to run 3 Family Fun Days, which is designed for families to try a variety of sports and meet with the local clubs.

The ‘Reach For It’ Family Fun days have changed slightly following the successful bids announcement. Upon inspection of the other bids SASSOT have decided to create a clear objective for each ‘Reach For It’ Family Fun Day. This will ensure as many different impairments are catered for as possible and also areas, which have less focus on disability sport can be addressed.

The first day will be held at Uttoxeter leisure Centre on 7th November and will focus around general sports. The main purpose of this day is offer something to Uttoxeter as there is currently not much provision. It will also act as a catalyst to develop further opportunities with local groups and the leisure Centre.

The other two days will be focused around less functional ability groups and the sports will highlight this. These days will take place in Staffordshire Moorlands and Lichfield.
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