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	1. Purpose of Report

	This report is based on information received from Knight, Kavanagh & Page who manage Clubmark accreditation on behalf of Sport England and refer to the period April 2010 to March 2011 inclusive. The purpose of the report is to;

· Compare the performance of Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent at regional and national level trends

· Identify gaps in Clubmark provision within the sub-region

· Consider what interventions and resources SASSOT might apply to increase the number of clubs achieving Clubmark minimum operating standards
· Provide intelligence for partners to be used when benchmarking and setting targets for future growth


	2. Recommendation(s)

	For information.




	3. Executive Summary

	One of the key objectives of the SASSOT Club Support Plan is to develop the sports club infrastructure and increase the number of Clubmark/NGB accredited sports clubs across the sub-region ensuring there is an extensive network of vibrant community sports clubs.

Throughout Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent we recognise that a modern network of sports clubs will be the centrepiece of people’s sporting experience and Clubmark accreditation is a real opportunity to deliver a genuine and long lasting legacy for London 2012.
It is important that parents, guardians, teachers, local authority staff and CSPs are confident when signposting young people to community sports clubs. Clubmark clubs ensure that a core level of quality is achieved.

Evidence collected suggests that Clubmark clubs have, over the past two years, increased junior participation, raised the number of active, qualified coaches and improved levels of coach qualification, thus making them more effective and sustainable community sports clubs.

Through the latest research and intelligence, Sport Across Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent has the twelfth highest number of club accreditations across the CSP network in the country and the highest in the West Midlands with 256 Clubmark clubs.

Headlines include:

· 256 Clubmark accredited clubs

· 88 sports clubs working towards accreditation

· Based on a (conservative) average of three school-club links per accredited club this equates to over 768 school club links

· Increased participation of young people taking part on a regular sustainable basis in Clubmark clubs.

· Raising the number of active qualified coaches and improving the levels of coach qualifications. Assuming a conservative average of eight per club this equates to over 2,048 active coaches driving up standards across the country.

· Improving the support of sports volunteers. According to the CCPR average of 22 volunteers per sports club, this equates to 5,632 people engaged in volunteering within these clubs.
All these facts point to the underlying trend that Clubmark clubs continue to be the backbone of community sport offering effective, sustainable, opportunities to young people across the country.



	4. Report



	Clubmark/working towards clubs; Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent

Sport Across Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent

March 2010

March 2011

Year on Year Change

Local Authorities

AC

WT

TOT

AC

WT

TOT

AC

WT

Cannock Chase DC

4

6

10

19

5

24

15

-1

East Staffordshire BC

24

17

41

39

18

57

15

1

Lichfield DC

16

7

23

30

7

37

14

0

Newcastle-under-Lyme BC

14

8

22

25

8

33

11

0

South Staffordshire Council

17

20

37

33

14

47

16

-6

Stafford BC

20

13

33

34

15

49

14

2

Staffordshire Moorlands DC

15

7

22

22

5

27

7

-2

Stoke-on-Trent City Council

15

12

27

41

13

54

26

1

Tamworth BC

4

3

7

12

3

15

8

0

TOTAL

129

93

222

255

88

344

126

-5

The table indicates that, although the actual numbers have increased significantly, the underlying trend, as depicted by the number of working towards clubs, has decreased by five. The largest decrease in numbers of Working Towards has occurred in South Staffordshire.  
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