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	Report Title
	Club Accreditation Fund/Coach Scholarship Scheme
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	X
	


	1. Purpose of Report

	To inform the Executive Board of the successes of the SASSOT Club Accreditation funding scheme over the last 18 months and the proposed amalgamation with the SASSOT Coach Scholarship scheme into a single application funding process for sports clubs to be launched in July 2011.




	2. Recommendation(s)

	For the Executive Board to agree to the amalgamation of the previous Club Accreditation and Coach Scholarship funds into the revised Sports Club Accreditation funding for 2011/12.




	3. Report

	The SASSOT Sports Club Accreditation funding scheme was launched in 2010, which focussed on increasing the number of sports clubs achieving accreditation or re-accreditation. The funding was available to sports clubs who required financial assistance to achieve and pass their accreditation criteria and a total of £16,455.80 has been distributed to 64 sports clubs. South Staffordshire PCT supported the delivery of the project in Tamworth, Cannock Chase and East Staffordshire.

The table below highlights the clubs awarded funding broken down by Local Authority;
Sport Across Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent

Number of clubs awarded funding

Local Authorities

Cannock Chase DC

7

East Staffordshire BC

12

Lichfield DC

5

Newcastle-under-Lyme BC

9

South Staffordshire Council

3

Stafford BC

9

Staffordshire Moorlands DC

9

Stoke-on-Trent City Council

8

Tamworth BC

2

TOTAL

64

As identified above SASSOT has awarded funding to 64 clubs across 15 different sports; its top five NGBs accessing funding are identified below.
Sport

Number of clubs awarded funding

Cricket

19

Football

7

Rugby Football Union

6

Netball

5

Tennis

4

The current club/coach grant aid funding streams offered by SASSOT have developed over a number of years with partners on the need for and where the greatest impact would be made to ‘Grow and Sustain’ participation in sport and physical activity.

After recent consultation with the SDO and NGB Forums and wider partners, it’s SASSOT proposal to amalgamate the Club Accreditation and Coach Scholarships limited 2011/12 funding into a single application process. It is considered that this will enable the scheme to have increased impact throughout the sub-region.
In the 2011/12 delivery plan there is now £12,460 identified for Club Accreditation and coach scholarships proposal.

The Club Accreditation funding scheme has developed revised guidance notes and application form.

Who can apply? 

The focus of this funding is to increase the number of sports clubs becoming accredited or re-accredited with their NGB Accreditation, Clubmark or the SASSOT QualityMark; it can also be used for clubs to achieve a higher level of their current accreditation if appropriate.

Up to £600 of funding is available to sports clubs who require financial assistance to achieve and pass their accreditation criteria, which now includes coach qualifications. All sports clubs benefiting from the funding must be based within Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent to qualify.
How will applications be assessed? 

All applications will be assessed by the SASSOT Workforce Steering Group based on the following criteria:

· Evidence of need – (i.e. in a sport or location that is currently under-represented or a club that has a link with a school)

· Impact on participation – will the club becoming accredited lead to an increase in club membership and participation in sport

The Workforce Steering Group has cross sector representation from Local Authorities, NGB’s and the education sector and will assess each application individually.
 

Level of funding 

The maximum grant that can be applied for per sports club is £600 and within this, SASSOT will only fund a maximum up to 50% or £200 per coaching qualification whichever comes first. Due to the relatively limited resources available to SASSOT for supporting this scheme we cannot guarantee that every application will be successful. The amount awarded to your application will be at the discretion of the Workforce Steering Group.

Conditions of funding 

Successful applicant organisations will be requested to fulfil the following requirements:

· The sports club must achieve accreditation/re-accreditation within 9 months of receiving the grant award and provide the relevant evidence to SASSOT

· Once accredited, all sports clubs must include their details on the SASSOT club database
· If you receive funding for coaching qualifications, coaches benefiting must register on SASSOT Coaching (www.sassotcoaching.org.uk) and provide copies of qualifications

· All coaches benefiting from the funding scheme must complete a log of coaching hours delivered.  It is expected that every coach that receives funding must complete 1 hours coaching in Staffordshire and Stoke for every £10 of funding received.

· The sports club to complete and return a funding Impact Survey and case study
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