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	1. Purpose of Report

	This report provides a summary of the School-Club Links Funding project which is part of the CSP’s Club Development Strategy.




	2. Recommendation(s)

	That the Board agrees to the release of funding to the relevant School Sports Partnerships




	3. Executive Summary

	As part of the CSP’s Club Development Strategy it was previously agreed that £50,000 of PESSCL / CTF funding could be used to support our School Sport Partnerships to set up new and innovative school – club link activities and / or support and extend existing provision.  School Sport Partnerships were invited to access £5000 each by submitting an Action Plan showing how the funding would be used.  This report summarises what will be achieved through this funding.  The Action Plans and related KPIs have been considered by the Finance and Investment Champions, who recommend that the Board agrees to the release of the funding.




	4. Report

	SASSOT has received an annual amount of funding from Sport England to support delivery of PESSCL (PE, School Sport and Club Links) and CTF (Coaching Task Force) objectives.  A proportion of this funding has been used to increase capacity within the core team, but the remainder has accumulated over the course of several years.

Therefore, as part of the Club Development Strategy, it was agreed that £50,000 of this funding would be use to support school-club links across the sub-region via the School Sport Partnerships.  This funding would help to achieve the following:

Key Objectives:

· Set up new and innovative activities and / or support and compliment existing provision

· Maintain and achieve the school – club link targets set with the Youth Sport Trust

Key Outcome:

· Increased participation by young people in community-based sport

The attached document provides a summary of the work planned within each School Sport Partnership (SSP), the sports / clubs involved, a breakdown of how the £5000 funding per SSP will be spent, and the KPIs for each SSP.  The focus of the work differs between SSPs.  Some have decided to focus on working closely with a small number of identified clubs to create strong links across their Partnership schools, and others have decided to focus on creating links between individual schools and as many local clubs as are interested.  However, over the period of funding (01.04.07 – 31.03.08), the project will achieve the following:

76 new formal school-club links

202 schools involved with at least one formal school-club links

1729 new pupils joining community clubs

48 new clubs achieving Clubmark or other equivalent accreditation 

Please note that these figures only relate to nine of the ten SSPs.  The Partnership Development Manager from the Newcastle under Lyme SSP comes into post after the Easter break and will set the KPIs as soon as he is in a position to provide accurate information.  

It is hoped that, subject to the CSP receiving future PESSCL / CTF funding from Sport England, that this project can be continued in future years, although it is recognised that the level of funding will decrease.



	As part of this Project, a working group consisting of two PDMs and a CSP representative has been set up to compile a formal School – Club Agreement which will be adopted by all SSPs.  This group are also in the process of setting some Minimum Operating Standards which all unaccredited clubs will need to meet before they can sign this Agreement.  This includes the club committing to achieve accreditation within a realistic timescale (maximum 18 months).
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