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Report to the Executive Board – Enclosure 3
	Report Title
	ACCESS Across Staffordshire Funding Scheme 

	Date 
	22 October 2008
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	1. Purpose of Report

	To provide key information on the activities and organisations supported by the  ACCESS Across Staffordshire Funding Scheme. 




	2. Recommendation(s)

	To allocate additional resources of £5,000 to allow a fifth round of funding to be released that would support 10 individual projects. 




	3. Executive Summary

	This year Sport Across Staffordshire & Stoke-on-Trent have awarded 10 equity based projects through the ACCESS Across Staffordshire funding scheme.  Sports such as badminton, football, athletics, rugby, cricket and canoeing have all successfully initiated projects that target under-represented groups to encourage opportunity, choice and participation in sport.  The funding scheme has also attracted applications from various local authorities and North Staffordshire Racial Equalities council.  The partnership has awarded £8,430 to date and is in the process of reviewing the fourth and final round of applications.  A library of case studies is being developed on the SASSOT website to promote how these projects have actively address inequalities with sport. 




	4. Report

	Sport Across Staffordshire & Stoke-on-Trent released its Access Across Staffordshire funding scheme in July 2007.  The funding scheme was designed to target the lack of sports participation by those individuals from under-represented groups.  The under-represented groups identified by SASSOT through the Equity Policy include;

· Women and Girls 

· Disabled People 

· Black Minority Ethnic Communities 

· Low Socio-Economic Groups

The fund offers £500 to Local Authorities or National Governing Bodies of Sport who require financial assistance to support or develop a new project which has an equality theme and fits into one of the categories listed below

· Widening Access 
Increasing the opportunities for under-represented groups to take part in sport and active recreation 

· Learning & Development
Providing education and training opportunities to address skills gaps in the workforce 

· Raising Awareness and Creating Sustainability
Using effective marketing practice to raise the awareness and profile of sporting activities and opportunities to under-represented groups


The awards that have been made this year include: 

· Staffordshire Cricket Board – Girls cricket coach 


· Trentham Canoe Club – Disability project 


· Staffordshire Rugby Football Union – Girls & Women’s project
   

· Stafford Town Football Club – Disability team project 


· Crescent Children’s Centre – Training opportunities for low socio-economic groups 


· Lichfield District Council – Positive Futures girls horse riding project


· Badminton England  - Girls' & Women’s activity sessions 


· Tamworth Athletics Club – Girls' & Women jog sessions 


· Tamworth Athletics Club – subsidised athletics coaching for low income families 


· Staffordshire FA  - Girls' disability football league 

Comments from the project leaders have demonstrated the value of the fund to date.  Dave Ford, Community Sports Coach, said on hearing of the award to support his girls’ cricket academy, “This is fantastic news. Girls’ cricket is growing incredibly quickly. The award from SASSOT will help to secure quality coaching in a safe environment.”  Neil Maguire from Stafford Ladies Rugby Club commented, “The future looks set for ladies and girls rugby in the Stafford area. We really appreciate the support from SASSOT.”  The ACCESS Across Staffordshire scheme has also been successful in receiving media coverage through projects referencing our support in local newspaper articles. 

The grants now mean that SASSOT has awarded £8,430 to worthy local projects which are working hard to ensure widened access to sport and active recreation across the sub-region.  The fourth and final round of funding has now been released and the CSP has received seven applications which will be reviewed by the Equality & Diversity Implementation Group.  

Due to the success of the scheme the board is asked to consider utilising £5,000 of the estimated under spend towards another round of ACCESS Across Staffordshire scheme.  The amount will potentially fund an additional 10 projects.   
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