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Report to the Executive Board – Enclosure 3

	Report Title
	Safeguards in Sport Sub Group 

	Date 
	29th October 2007
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	1. Purpose of Report

	To introduce the amended Partnership Child Protection policy and make the Board aware of the key changes to this document. 



	2. Recommendation(s)

	To review and accept the amended SASSOT child protection policy. 


	3. Executive Summary

	None.


	4. Report


Following our success in attaining the Intermediate Level of the National Safeguards in Sport Standards, we having been working with the Local Safeguarding Children’s Board (LSCB) to get a mandate to role out the Standards with our local authority partners.  To this end the Director and Workforce Officer recently presented a proposal to the LSCB to set up a working group linked to the LSCB to undertake this work. The proposal was endorsed by the LSCB and we are now working to establish the working group and engage the local authorities in this work. Outlined below is an overview of the brief presented to the LSCB.  

Outline Proposal to LSCB 

To establish a sport and leisure task and finish group with a remit endorsed by Staffordshire LSCB to: 

· Undertake an audit of current safeguarding provision amongst local authority leisure services departments.

· Based on the outcomes of the above audit, work with local authorities to implement the National Safeguards in Sport Standards within their leisure service departments.

Why do we need to do this work? 

· The current approach to safeguarding in sport amongst local authorities is fragmented and inconsistent. The application of the national standards would make it possible for the LSCB to benchmark all local authorities and help ensure that minimum standards were being met in the provision of sport to young people within Staffordshire

· Share good practice and improve communication within the sports sector

Why/what help do we need from the LSCB to support this proposal? 

· Influence - LSCB endorsement will help to ensure this work is taken seriously and we get real commitment from Local Authority Partners.

· Representation from LSCB on proposed sub group - To ensure the work we are undertaking is aligned to the requirements of local statutory agencies

Safeguarding Outcomes for Staffordshire 

· Gain a clear picture of the current approach by local authorities to safeguarding in sport and leisure

· Develop a consistent approach to safeguarding in the sports sector that is aligned to nationally recognised standards 

· Raise awareness of safeguarding responsibilities with frontline sports and leisure staff

· Create a safer environment for young people to participate in sport and physical activity 

Proposed sub group membership  

SASSOT Workforce Officer 

Executive Board Champions - Andy Weston 

   - Maureen Compton 

Neil Jenkinson LSCB representative (Local Authorities)

Local Authrotity HR 

Local Authority facilities rep 

Child Protection in Sport Unit 

Actions and approximate timescales 

· Nov 07 BH + Exec Board Champions to put together a self assessment form for all local authorities to complete and return to me with the details of who the lead officer is for that authority. 

· Dec 07 Raise awareness of this work with local authorities through Senior Leisure Officers and Chief Executives – supported required here from LSCB.

· Mar 08 establish sub group with membership as outlined above. Once established the sub group will meet to review all self-assessments to develop a picture of safeguarding across all local authorities. Based on the outcomes from this self assessment process the sub group will make recommendations to local authorities about which of the three standards each local authority should start to gather evidence for. Sub group will need to agree timescales for this process.

· Ongoing - Sub group should also consider how each (or all of the local authorities) can be assisted in this processes through the provision of advice and resources (including training where appropriate).  

Future work 
Though the sub group will initially focus on working with local authorities it is anticipated that in time this remit will widen to incorporate more work with NGBs and their clubs.  
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