[image: image1.jpg]




Report to the Executive Board – Enclosure 11

	Report Title
	Review of the Future Delivery System for Sport in England

	Date 
	30/01/2008

	
	
	

	Open Agenda item


	X
	

	Private and Confidential Agenda item
	
	By virtue of containing confidential information relating to:

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Contact Officer
	Name:
	Mark Thornewill

	
	Tel:
	01785 619896

	
	
	

	For Information
	X
	

	For Decision
	
	

	
	
	


	1. Purpose of Report

	To brief Executive Board members on the Review of the Future Delivery System for Sport in England.


	2. Recommendation(s)

	N/A


	3. Executive Summary

	Following the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport’s recent announcement regarding a new direction for Sport England, this report sets out an overview of the review process and provides some additional detail regarding the Secretary of State’s vision and SASSOT’s response to the original announcement.


	4. Report

	The Government Position Statement from Department for Culture, Media and Sport (December 2007)

The Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport has asked Sport England to develop a new strategy for how they will deliver a world-leading community sport infrastructure of National Governing Bodies, clubs, coaches, facilities and volunteers. The new direction for Sport England is to focus more clearly on the provision of excellent sport opportunities from the grassroots up, sustaining and increasing participation and allowing everyone to develop their sporting talents. The new direction is not shifting away from community sport to elite; it is about ensuring community sport is high quality. 

The tighter focus on sport will mean that Sport England will not be promoting and funding some activities that they may have supported in the past. To ensure that gaps do not appear, the Treasury is leading a review on physical activity and sport, which will consider Government’s approach to this. Work on this should be completed by the end of March 2008. 

Government is committed to providing high quality opportunities for people to play sport or get physically active. As such, the definition of sport for the local indicator, and in PSA 21 will be based on a broad definition of sport, as at present. 

Definition of Sport 
For the purposes of the local government indicator, the definition of sport will remain largely as currently included in the Comprehensive Performance Assessment. The NI8 definition will be broad; including sport, as well as activities like recreational walking and recreational cycling. Sport England is considering its definition of sport as part of its current strategy review which will report early in the new year. 

Although the definition of sport in NI8 will be based principally on the notion of moderate intensity, the indicator will include certain light intensity sports for the 65s and over; indicating Ministers’ clear desire to focus on participation amongst all age groups. 

Yoga; pilates; indoor and outdoor bowls; archery and croquet are included in the definition of NI8 as they place some degree of physical demand on a participant who is 65 or over. 

The Active People survey will continue to provide data at the local level on sport. 
Rationale 
Increased participation in sport and wider physical activity remains a top priority for 

Government and forms a key part of our London 2012 legacy ambition. 

DCMS has a clear Government lead on delivering sport and believes a tighter definition of sport will ensure Lottery and Exchequer funding through Sport England will more effectively deliver an excellent sporting infrastructure to underpin increased participation in sport. 

Investment in wider physical activity falls to other government departments and agencies who have the policy and funding lead. A cross Whitehall review, led by the Treasury is considering the Government approach to physical activity and sport more generally, and will report findings in March. 

The same definition will be used in PSA 21 – ‘Build more cohesive, empowered and active communities’, underlining the important message that sport and physical activity are the responsibility of more than one Government Department. 

Sport England’s focus in terms on age ranges

Sport England’s future focus will be on children aged 5 upwards and adults.  Sport England will continue to play an important role in school sport and the 5 Hour Offer.

The Review Process

The Chief Executive of Sport England is leading a strategy review via an internal review group and an external challenge group, consisting of representatives from Sport England, Youth Sport Trust and National Governing Bodies of Sport.

Sport England has been set the deadline of 31st January to deliver an outline of the strategy to the Secretary of State.  

The Treasury review on the wider cross-Government agenda role for physical activity and sport, creating a physical activity strategy for all, is scheduled fro completion by the end of March. 

Implications for SASSOT and response to the review

It is too early to formulate an opinion on the impact the review may have on County Sport Partnerships (CSPs).  

The Secretary of State has described CSPs as being in a good place to co-ordinate local activity and sees the value of NGBs as pivotal, he has also called for rationalisation in the “Delivery System”.

Sport Across Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent has always taken the view that we work across the whole of the sport, PE and active recreation agenda.  Indeed our delivery plan reflects both the sport specific agenda eg the retention of sport specific officers, close links with and hosting of NGB officers and of course, the Community Sports Coach Scheme plus the wider cross-cutting agenda with our work on increasing participation with Local Authorities, PCTs, SSPs, HE & FE and Youth Offending Service etc.

It’s also clear that one of the great strengths of the Delivery System for Sport at a sub-regional level is that it has forged real partnership working over the whole sport, physical education and active recreation agenda and that the work of SASSOT is valued by Delivery System Partners. 
The attached letter (Appendix 1) from the Chair of SASSOT, to the Chief of Staff to Chair of Sport England, emphasises the success of the Delivery System for Sport, across Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent, with examples of how a well resourced CSP can co-ordinate and support the development of a world-leading community sport infra-structure.

The West Midlands Regional Sports Board is also in the process of compiling their response to the review.  A joint letter (Appendix 2) from all West Midlands CSP Chairs was also sent to the National Governing Body representatives on the External Challenge Group.
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