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Guidance Notes
Introduction 

The Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent County Sports Partnership is committed to working proactively to ensure access to sport across the County for anyone, regardless of individual circumstance or background.  We will address barriers to participation and promote positive actions to help under represented communities have the opportunity to participate in their chosen activities.  

We recognise the diversity of our community and accept that we may have to be more pro active and put additional resources into engaging with individuals and groups who have not traditionally accessed our services. 

‘ACCESS Across Staffordshire’ funding scheme has been established to encourage and support the development of new projects that particularly target under-represented groups including 

· Women & Girls

· Disabled People

· Black Minority Ethnic Communities

· Low socio-economic groups

ACCESS Across Staffordshire Fund
The ACCESS Across Staffordshire Fund is open to Local Authorities and National Governing Bodies of Sport, School Sports Partnerships, individual schools, community clubs and non for profit organisations who require financial assistance to support or develop a new project which has an equalities theme and fits into one of the following categories:
· Club Development 

· To increase the opportunities for under-represented groups to access 

      sports clubs. 

· To initiate work towards EDFS accreditation standard 

-
To develop new clubs / teams  
· Workforce and Volunteer Development 

·  Increase the training opportunities for under-represented groups

-     Up skill the knowledge of the existing workforce on engaging with under-

 represented groups 

      -     Increase volunteering opportunities
· Marketing & Communication  
· To raise the profile of under-represented groups participating in sport and    

      physical activity 

· To develop a ‘one stop shop’ for opportunities available for under-  

                      represented group
The Process 

The application procedure is straightforward and applications will be accepted during a two-phased approach.  The timetable below details the timetabling of the funding application process: 

	Closing Date 


	Friday 25th November  

	Equality & Diversity Group to consider applications


	Thursday 8th December 

	Partnership Director & Equality Board Champion agree projects


	8th December – 13th December 

	Projects are informed of decision
	By 14th December 



The Conditions

To qualify for support there are a number of criteria that must be met:

· The maximum amount you will be awarded is £1,000.

· Local Authorities, National Governing Bodies & School Sports Partnerships, individual schools, community clubs and non for profit organisations can access this funding

· Local Authorities, National Governing Bodies & School Sports Partnerships, individual schools, community clubs and non for profit organisations can submit applications for more than one project 

· Priority will be given to brand new projects.  The fund can be used to fund new elements of existing projects but not project continuation.  

· All projects must fall in the Staffordshire & Stoke-on-Trent County Sports Partnership boundary 

· All projects must be initiated within 6 months of being awarded 

· Awards will not be issued to facility development projects or equipment

· If you are successful in your application, a progress report must be completed and sent to Sport Across Staffordshire & Stoke-on-Trent at the conclusion of the project.  Failure to do this will comprise future SASSOT funding opportunities 
· All projects must provide a short case study of the project to be place in SASSOT promotional material and website.
· Any changes to the project should be discussed with Sport Across Staffordshire & Stoke-on-Trent CSP. 
· The Sport Across Staffordshire & Stoke-on-Trent logo must be included on all publicity material relating to the project (press releases, posters, flyers and brochures) 

· All grants awarded will be subject the conditions applied by Sport Across Staffordshire & Stoke-on-Trent.

What information should you provide?

Please complete all sections of the application form, including a budget breakdown and providing as much information as possible.  A letter on support is also advised. 

It is important that you discuss your application with the local authority sport development team or the relevant national governing body of sport.  For their contact details please visit the SASSOT website www.sportacrossstaffordshire.co.uk/contacts
What happens next?
If you are unsure whether your project will qualify for Access Across Staffordshire funding please contact the Sport Across Staffordshire & Stoke-on-Trent team on the number given below.  Please ensure that you allow enough time for your application to be processed before the start of your project.

Send your completed application electronically to:

Naomi Bird
nbird@staffordbc.gov.uk 


Alternatively if you do not have access to email please send a copy to the address below:

Sport Across Staffordshire & Stoke-on-Trent

C/o Stafford Borough Council

Civic Centre, Riverside, Stafford, ST16 3AQ

Tel: 01785 619585

Fax: 01785 619419

This document, along with the application form is available in alternative formats upon request.  Please contact Naomi Bird on 01785 619585
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