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Learning Event Notes
9th March 2010

Attendance:
Sue Lord
Tamworth PDM


Graham Clark
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council


Liz Stonier
Staffordshire Moorlands PDM


Kath Fenn
Stafford Borough Council SDO


Chris Wood
South Staffordshire SSP PDM


Jason Britton
Staffordshire Cricket


Matt Hancock
Staffordshire FA


Paul Smith
Cannock Chase Council


Sarah Mander-James
Lichfield District Council SDO


Jenni Goode
Lichfield District Council


Mark Roberts
Stoke City Council

Apologies:
Emma Starr, Mark Sellwood, Andy Mawdsley, Lucy Stevenon, Sarah Taberner, Tom Bartram, Richard Harvey, Mark Jenkinson, Graham Holder

SHARING GOOD PRACTICE - UPDATES FROM LOCAL LEADS

Staffs Moorlands

· Multisports  x 3 90% retention at one venue, 50% at other, cancelled 3rd due to lack of interest 

· Dance really successful in the special schools

· Rowing also achieved really good retention

· Leisure Passes went well.  Individual information printouts can be used to tailor provision – good support from Parkwood Leisure.

Tamworth

· Ultimate Frisbee was very successful – now in 3 high schools

· Helped with inter competition between the schools

Stafford 

· Cycling Project had good retention but not high numbers – building on this for year 3

· Cheerleading very successful although there has been some coaching issues

· Girls football been good overall

South Staffs

· Leisure cards work well and as a result one school is looking at giving them to every 6th former as part of their induction packs

Stoke

· Girls football successful

· Dance successful and will be involved in the UK National High School Dance Championships in November which hopes to increase participation further

· Leisure cards being used well – mainly on Friday nights

· It as identified that there was ‘dead time’ between 9-10pm at Dimensions football club so this time has been utilised for Sport Unlimited and also keeps the kids ‘off the streets’!

Cricket

· Starting in Year 3 in 3 districts, 50hrs per term

· Piloting in the black country and going well

Football

· East Staffs 3-4 disability projects in mainstream and special schools

· Newcastle – worked with special schools only.  Disability Football club up and running!

· Staffs Moorlands – couldn’t get off the ground

Cannock Chase Council

· Delivery starts in Yr3 – will focus on special needs

Lichfield
· Trampolining and Dance very successful 

· Re Dance – Special Schools linked with mainstream school and lead to Dance performance at local theatre

· Yr 3 there’s demand for Girls football and cricket – links made with QuickCricket Festival

RETENTION - GOOD PRACTICE/WHAT WORKS WELL

· Gym cards – work well particularly with the older young people as it is their own responsibility to choose when to go etc

· If you can somehow encourage a group of friends to attend an activity they are more likely to keep going

· The ‘Golden Ticket’ approach seems to work well especially with younger age groups.  Targeting individuals with invites to attend a session makes them feel special

· Youth Centre Providers work well as they already have a captured audience of young people

· Word of mouth amongst the community seems to be the best method of recommending an activity

· Having an activity start later in the evening rather then straight after school, works better as the kids have an opportunity to go home and then go back to activity after – feels more like an out of school social activity then rather then something directly related to school

· Re Dance activities – always good to put on performance at the end as it encourages to keep going  and learn routines properly – gives them a goal to work towards and then opportunity to show family friends what they have been doing/achieved

· Holding a tournament at the end of the block, or selection event for an academy

SUSTAINABILITY – BEYOND THE 8-10 WEEKS OF SU ACTIVITY

· Trips to local clubs on minibus to meet coaches
· Festival or tournament at the end of the block of SU sessions, or after extra (non-SU) session
· Small charges for activities may encourage them to keep going but also then the money can be used to sustain the activity beyond the 8-10 weeks
· Boxing @ Leek worked very well and now needs bigger venue
· Cross-district working ie trampolining held two tournaments between 2 or 3 difference SU projects
· Clubs need to have proper buy=in not tokenism, ie Staffs Moorlands Rowing – club is heavily involved and last 2 sessions are run at club
Key issues

· Not enough exit routes or coaches for the non-traditional sports
· There are transport issues in the rural areas
· No NGB for some of the non-traditional sports so no national standards etc
· Changing parents culture also a challenge to get them involved in taking them to activities etc, especially with special school pupils
· Maybe an idea to link disability sessions to link in with other strategies such as Aiming High
· Using private providers makes sustainability difficult
REMINDER OF KEY DATES & DOCUMENTATION

· Group were reminded of the Critical Dates for Spring data along with their annual capacity forms as per the Critical Dates Calendar 

· Also to advise that a new/correct version of the Finance and KPI forms will be emailed out and to please delete any exiting ones as we have experienced a lot of issues with corrupt or amended forms being submitted, resulting in us having to manually input data into the reports
DATE OF NEXT LEARNING EVENT

Sept/Oct 2010 - To be confirmed

OTHER

Dodgeball – there is no Sport England recognised NGB for dodgeball, but the ‘official’ organisation in the UK is Dodgeball Association (www.ukdba.org)

[image: image2.jpg]




[image: image2.jpg]